U.S* to meet with Iraqi rebels today 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States will hold hs first high-level 
msetmgnnce ithe Gulf war with Iraqi dissidents at the State Department 
Wednesday, department spokeswoman Margaret Tmwfler said Tuesday. 
Assistant Secretary of State John Kelly will meet ax Iraqi M nsfim 
rorcflcctaals, representing Sunni and Shfite sects axxd a aoss-sccrioa of 
opposition groups. she told reporters. Two American citizens will be part 
« the group. Th* ts expected to be the first of tour meetings with Iraqi 
dissidents over the not three days. Kurds will be represented in the later 
meetings, Ms. Tutwiler said (see eerier story on page 5). 
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U.N. braces for new flood of refugees 


GENEVA ( AP) — U.N. agencies have sharply increased their estimate of 
bow many Iraqi refugees may flee their strife-torn country to neighbour- 
ing Turkey and Iran, a United Nations official said Tuesday. Carrol 
Fauben. head ol a Gulf task force at the U.N. High Comsuswucr for 
Refugees t UNHCR), said humanitarian agencies are preparing for tens of 
thousands of new Iraqi arrivals. The announcement followed Iraqi 
government reports that rebellions by Shiite Muslims in the south and 
Kurdish guerrillas m the north have been virtually crushed, in Iran, where 
■Z least 50.000 Iraqis have sought refuge in recent weeks, the U.N. now 
wants to be able to help at least 100.000. Mr. Fsubcrt told a news 
conference. The original "planning figure” was 35,000, he said. For 
Turkey, the number of possible Iraqi refugees was raised to 50.000. a 
2-5-fold increase. About 7,000 Iraqis have fled to Turkey over the past 10 
weeks. Mr. Fauben said. 
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Iraq says Kurdish rebellion 
will be totally stamped out 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ said Tuesday that it would 
take a few more days to stamp 
out the rebellion among the 
Kurds in the north and U.S. de- 
fence officials challenged the re- 
bels* claim that they had retaken 
the northern oil city of Kirkuk. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted 
the newspaper of the ruling 
Basth party as saying the Kurdish 
areas would be purged of rebels 
within a few days and the region 
would get back an unspecified 
degree of political autonomy. 

The collapse of tbe Kurdish • 
rebellion in major urban centres 
like Erbil, Dobuk and Zakho 
indicated the unrest was crumb- 
ling throughout the region and 
“they know their inevitable end is 
near,*’ the agency quoted A1 
Thawra as saying. 

Kurdish rebel leaders said 
pockets of resistance were still 
holding out. 

Foreign journalists fleeing into 
western Turkey said Iraqi govern- 
ment forces controlled much of 
the Kurdish area, with hundreds 
of thousands of Kurds trying to 
flee over the snow-capped moun- 
tains into Iran and Turkey. 


Some of the foreign reporters 
fleeing the fighting crossed into 
Turkey by swimming across a 
border stream late Monday be- 
cause two bridges were destroyed 
in the past month (see page 2). 

The journalists flat got out 
said an unidentified reporter was 
killed and two others injured in 
the fighting. Fifteen more jour- 
nalists were reported waiting to 
cross. 

Those already oat included 
joarnaiisis from the Washington 
Post, Wall Street Journal, ABC 
television and Cable News Net- 
work- 

In Washington, U.S. defence 
officials challenged a claim by 
Kurdish rebels that they had re- 
captured Kirkuk, and said troops 
loyal to tbe government of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein appeared 
to remain in control there. 

“No, it has not (been recap- 
tured). They (Kurds) have pulled 
back into the mountains basical- 
ly,” said one of the officials when 
asked whether U.S. intelligence 
indicated Kirkuk had been re- 
taken six days after tbe Kurds lost 
it to government forces. 

“We have no evidence that that 
has happened,** said another of 


the defence officials, who asked 
not to be identified. ‘The govern- 
ment appears to be in control.” 

In Damascus, rebel Kurds said 
government troops still control- 
led central Kirkuk, but Kurdish 
forces had retaken its outskirts. 

“The Kurdish rebels captured 
the suburbs of Kirkuk and there 
is fierce fighting going on in the 
heart of the city, but (govern- 
ment) forces are still in tbe cen- 
tre,” a Damascus spokesman for 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) said. 

A spokesman for another big 
guerrilla group, the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP) said re- 
bels had advanced towards Kir- 
kuk, seizing tbe nearby Rabmi- 
mawi area in heavy fighting. 

President Saddam on Monday 
chaired the first meeting of Iraq's 
new cabinet and “issued direc- 
tives in an opening address.” the 
Iraqi News Agency reported. 

The agency, which gave no 
further details of the meeting, 
also said that President Saddam 
had had talks with his deputy 
Izzat Ibrahim who briefed him on 
developments in the Kurdish 
north. 

Mr. Ibrahim, vice-chairman of 


the Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC) and deputy com- 
mander of the Iraqi armed forces, 
led government troops that re- 
took Kirkuk and the towns of 
Erbil and Dobuk. They also re- 
ported retaking the town of 
Zakho. 

INA said Mr. Ibrahim “con- 
veyed tbe greeting of the Kurdish 
people and their profound thanks 
for the care accorded to them by 
President (Saddam).'* It did not 
say when the meeting took place. 

INA said Interior Minister Ali 
Hassan AJ Majeed visited Dobuk 
where he inspected public utilities 
and private properties “sabot- 
aged and looted by agent mobs." 

It added that Health Minister 
Abdul Sal am Mohammad Saeed 
had visited the holy city of Karba- 
la, one of the sites of an earlier 
rebellion by mainly Muslim 
Shiites (see page 2). 

President Saddam named a 
new government with Saadoun 
Hammadi as prime minister on 
March 23. 

A journalist who arrived in 
Turkey was quoted as saying the 
Iraqi army appeared to be in 
good shape despite their setback 

(Continued on page 5) 


Top Kuwaiti general 
demands democracy 


France, Turkey push 
for U.N. action in Iraq 


PARIS (AP) — France broke a 
ta at silence among the anti-Iraq 
allies Tuesday, saying it would 
demand that the TJ.N. Security 
Council take urgent action to 
spare Kurds and Shiite’ Muslims 
from the rebelHon- 

But the move was criticised by 
Kurds as coming too late. The 
rebels, pounded by helicopter 
gunships, tanks and heavy artil- 
lery, have fled to mountain stron- 
gholds from towns they captured 
in northern Iraq. 

“The Americans and British 
stayed silent on all our appeals 
for aid,” said a representative of 
the Democratic Parry of Kurdis- 
tan, one of tbe principal rebel 
groups. 

“The allies closed their eyes 
while (Iraqi forces) bombed us ... 


so as not to upset tbetr Arab and 
Turkish allies by puffing the bor- 
ders of the region in question,” 
he said. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Daniel Bernard said that France 
would urge tbe council and U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to stop the violence. 

Top Turkish officials mean- 
while asked that tbe Security 
Coancil be summoned in 
emergency session to discuss the 
plight of at least 200,000 Kurds 
trying to flee northern Iraq. 

The recommendation was 
announced after a meeting of tbe 
advisory National Security Coun- 
cil (NSC) under President Turgot 
Oral. 

(Continued mi page 5) 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
Kuwaiti army general, tbe most 
senior soldier to stay behind and 
fight Iraqi forces, Tuesday criti- 
cised the pre-invasion conduct of 
the ruling Sabah family and de- 
manded more democracy in the 
emirate. 

“I hope the politicians from the 
other side (the ruling family) 
understand the situation, do the 
right thing and meet the demands 
of the people...” Major-General 
Mo hammad Badr told Reuters in 
an outspoken interview. 

Gen. Badr, who met the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, last week with six other 
local leaders, warned that most 
who fought the Iraqis were 
youngsters who wanted political 
change “whom we cannot control 


like we control ourselves." 

He said that although he had 
ordered members of his group to 
disarm, many of the young fight- 
ers had kept their guns. 

“We are against violence..." 
tbe general said. “But we want 
freedom and democracy like any 
other people in the world." 

Ninety-six former deputies, 
opposition leaders, merchants, 
Muslim leaders and professionals 
sent the emir a five-page docu- 
ment on Monday demanding 
elections, elimination of favourit- 
ism, freedom of speech and press, 
independence of the judicial sys- 
tem and a unity government not 
dominated by Sabahs. 

Gen. Badr, who said he had no 
personal political ambitions, cal- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians wary of Lebanon disarmament plan 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian- 
based Palestinian groups said 
Tuesday a plan to disarm mili tia 
groups in Lebanon could work in 
Beirut but Palestinian fighters in 
the south needed guns to face 
IsraeL- 

Abu Ali Mustafa, deputy chief 
of the Popular Front for tbe 
liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
said Palestinians were ready to 
give up their limited armed pre- 
sence in Beirut and nearby hills in 
line with the Lebanese govern- 
ment's efforts to extend Its au- 
thority throughout the country. 

But he added that Palestinians 
should keep their guns in south- 
ern Lebanon as long as Israel and. 
its militia allies held a border strip 
there. 

“We are ready to reach a poli- 
tical agreement on all issues but if 
they want to use force to disarm 
ns, we will resist, we will defend 


ourselves," he told Reuters. 

Mr. Mustafa said disarming 
Palestinians in Beirut would not 
be an issue. “Tbe problem will 
emerge in the south because of 
the Israeli factor," he added. “It 
all depends if Israel implements 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425.” 

The resolution calls for the 
restoration of Lebanese state au- 
thority in the south and an Israeli 
withdrawal. 

Daoud A1 Talhami, an official 
of tbe Democratic Front for tbe 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
said Palestinians would not need 
weapons to protect themselves in 
Beirut refugee camps if the 
Lebanese government was in full 
control of the capital. 

“But it's hard for us to hand 
over our arms in the south as long 
as Israeli occupation and aggres- 
sion continues," he said. 


Israel and its South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia allies occupy 
a 15-kflometre deep buffer zone 
carved out in 1985, 

The Beirut government Thurs- 
day ordered Palestinian and 
Lebanese militias to give up their 
guns by tbe end of April, or face 
forcible disarmament by Syrian 
and Lebanese troops. 

Syria, which crushed the power 
of Christian General Michel 
Aoun last November, is now 
trying to extend the writ of the 
Damascus-backed government 
throughout Lebanon. 

With some 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon, it wants to enforce an 
Arab-brokered peace pact 
reached in the Saudi Arabian city 
of Taif in 1989. 

The pact called for sectarian 
and political militias to be dis- 
banded. It said Israel should quit 
the south and Syrian troops 


should redeploy from Beirut to 
the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

“We will not block the imple- 
mentation of the Taif accord,” 
Mr. Talhami said. “We are keen 
to see it implemented, especially 
the end of the Israeli occupation 
and implementation of 425.” 

Most Palestinian guerrillas in 
Beirut belong to pro-Syrian fac- 
tions unlikely to challenge the 
wishes of Damascus. 

They are grouped under the 
umbrella of the National Salva- 
tion Front whose head, Khaled 
A1 Fahonm, told Reuters: 

“We are ready to obey the 
Lebanese government’s orders 
provided the army is in charge of 
protecting the Palestinians." 

Mr. Fahoum said Palestinians 
should either surrender their 
weapons to the Lebanese army or 
send them to Syria. 


Iran releases British businessman 


LONDON (Agencies) — British 
businessman Roger Cooper, 
arriving home after serving five 
years in Iranian jail on espionage 
charges, said he was arrested 
because he matched the Iranian 
profile of a proper British spy. 

Mr. Cooper, 55, in a tailored 
dark gray suit and pm -striped 
shirt and dark tie, was guant, pale 
and slightly unsteady on his feet 
“as he emerged from a Lufthansa 
airlines flight from Frankfort ab- 
out 10:30 a.m. (0930 GMT), 
accompanied by his daughter, 
Gisn. 

But speaking a few minutes 
later to reporters, Mr. Cooper 
was quick-witted, good 
humoured and articulate in de- 
scribing his arrest, and his years 
spent in Iran’s Evin higb-security 
prison. 

“It is not as bad as you prob- 
ably think," Mr. Cooper said, 
adding that he wanted to “be as 


positive as I can" to encourage 
recent political developments m 
Iran. 

Asked why an oil marketing 
executive would be arrested for 
spying. Mr. Cooper said: . 

“I think I do match the profile, 
as seen from Tehran, of an En- 
glish spy in the same way the 
airlines can spot who has the 
profile of a terrorist.” 

He said he had lived m Iran 
since 1958, spoke Farsi and had 
held a number of jobs over the 
years.. 

,v The Iranians, unfortunately, 
do have a paranoia — not entirely 
unjustified— that the-British and 
other Western nations, particu- 
larly the Americans, are out to 
spy on them... perhaps I fitted 
the bill for that." he said, adding 
“there may have been other 
reasons." 

Iran has taken a major step 
towards normalising, relations 


with Britain by releasing Mr, 
Cooper. 

“This morning, after serving 
his sentence, Mr. Roger Cooper 
was released and immediately de-' 
ported,” Tehran Radio said in a 
brief announcement. 

British officials said Charge 
d ’Affaires David Reddaway was 
rung early Tuesday and told to go 
the airport at once to receive Mr. 
Cooper. 

The handover occurred at 
00.45 local (2215 GMT on Mon- 
day) at Tehran's Mebrabad inter- 
national airport and the two men 
immediately boarded a Lufthansa, 
flight for Frankfurt. 

Iran and Britain restored di- 
plomatic ties last September, 18 
months after Tehran broke links 
in the row over the late Ayatollah 
Rnhollah Khomeini’s decree call- 
ing for the death of British author 
Salman Rushdie. 

Mr. Cooper's release raised 


hopes for tbe freeing of British 
hostages held by pro-Iranian fac- 
tions in Lebanon, and was 
heralded as a sfep towards better 
relations between Britain and 
Iran. 

But Mr. Cooper was reluctant 
to link release with that of the 
four Britons, six Americans, two 
Germans and an Italian believed 
held by pro-Iranian factions in 
Lebanon. 

“I think it would be wrong to 
hold out hope for those people," 
be said. “Their conditions are 
likely to be much worse than 
anything I have seen. I have 
beard about people being blind- 
folded, chained up, this never 
happened to me.” 

Iranian authorities arrested 
Mr. Cooper on Dec. 7, 1985, 
allegedly for overstaying his visa. 

He was later convicted of 
spying. 


King, German leaders discuss peace 


BONN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
German President Richard von 
Weizsaecker Tuesday held a 
dosed meeting at the presiden- 
tial palace, followed by an ex- 
tensive meeting attended by 
senior Jordanian and German 
officials. 

Tbe talks focused on the 
situation in the Middle East 
and the latest developments in 
the region as well as proposals 
for finding a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict and tbe Palestine ques- 
tion. the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

The meeting was attended 
on the Jordanian side by Royal 


Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, King Hussein's Politic- 
al Advisor A do an Abu Odch. 
Foreign Minister Taher AJ 
Masri and Jordanian Ambassa- 
dor in Bonn Khalid 
Madadhah. On the German 
side, the meeting was an ended 
by Foreign Minister Hans 
Dietrich Genscher, the minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs 
and the head of tbe presiden- 
tial office, as well as the direc- 
tor of the Middle East depart- 
ment. 

King Hussein and the 
accompanying delegation ar- 
rived in Bonn from Paris at the 
end of a working visit to 
France. 


Later Tuesday the King re- 
ceived in his residence Mr. 
Genscher and pursued talks 
with him. 

Mr. Genscher said after- 
wards the talks were an impor- 
tant part of preparations for 
next Monday's conference of 
European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers on post-war 
policy in the Gulf. 

“■Die foreign minister ex- 
pressed his opinion that Jordan 
must play an important role in 
the peace process after the end 
of Gulf hostilities,” his minis- 
try said. 

King Hussein, in his earlier 
talks with President Von Weiz- 
saeckcr, said contacts between 


Israel and Palestinians should 
be established quickly to assist 
peace efforts. 

The foreign minister also 
quoted him as saying that 
Europe’s experience with East- 
West confidence- building mea- 
sures and disarmament should 
be applied in the Middle East. 

The King was apparently re- 
ferring to the conference on 
security and cooperation in 
Europe, a 35-nation process 
which gradually dismantled 
East-West burners over a 
period of nearly 20 years. 

King Hussein, who will go to 
Vienna Wednesday, held talks 
in Pans with President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 


Israeli minister wants tougher anti-Arab action 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Cabinet Minister 
Ehud Olmert warned Tuesday 
that Israel's inner cabinet had 
armed its security forces with 
tougher powers to combat the 
38-montlv-old Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

Confirming the cabinet's 
approval of the steps. Health 
Minister Olmert acknowledged 
that the measures were likely to 
be unpopular with Israel’s U.S. 
ally. 

But he said the Jewish state 
was at “war" with Palestinians 
after a wave of attacks in which 
seven Israelis were killed over the 
past five weeks. 

He gave no details of a secret 
meeting on Sunday but said: 
“There are some measures that 
aren't quite gentle and aren't 
quite pleasant... but the point is, 
in a war of this type one can’t 
always use pleasant means... 
maybe the people who carry out 
-these attacks should think about 


that too." 

Mr. Olmert added however: “1 
don't think the inner-cabinet de- 
cision means a rise in degree in 
the means the security forces are 
ordered to use.” 

"All it is is that there is a series of 
very effective measures that can 
be taken under the circumst- 
ances." he told army radio. 

Ministers have been sworn to 
secrecy over the meeting, but an 
aide to one participant did not 
deny media reports that they 
agreed to expel Palestinians 
deemed to have encouraged re- 
sistance activities, to demolish 
their homes and forther to limit 
access to Israel. 

This would include, according 
to Israel, occupied Arab Jeru- 
salem, the cultural, religious, and 
economic heart of Palestinian 
society. 

The United States and the Un- 
ited Nations have regularly con- 
demned expulsions, and the U.S. 
State Department said on Mon- 


day Israel should seek ways of 
winning Palestinian trust, not im- 
pose new restrictions. 

“In general. 1 would note, as 
we have in the past, that as a 
matter of policy Israel should be 
looking for ways of developing 
dialogue and trust with the 
Palestinians, not imposing new 
restrictions." State Department 
deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher told reporters. 

He refused to be more specific. 

Tbe department had only seen 
press reports of Sunday's Israeli 
cabinet decision and would seek 
more authoritative information 
through the U.S. embassy in Tel 
Aviv. Mr. Boucher added. 

Some analysts have said the 
new restrictions could undermin- 
ing post-Gulf war peace efforts. 

“We know the United States in 
principle does not like expul- 
sions... we don’t like expulsions 
either." said Mr. Olmert. 

Israel Radio quoted Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir as 


saying the U.S. reaction was has- 
ty and based on inaccurate news 
reports. 

But he did not correct them 
and appeared to confirm stepped 
up expulsions, saying they would 
stop if Palestinian violence en- 
ded. 

Israeli military officials in the 
occupied Gaza 'Strip this week 
erected a vast wire- mesh pen for 
Palestinian labourers seeking to 
cross into Israel, one resident 
said. 

He said Gazans with work per- 
mits were now herded into the 
enclosure — which holds about 
5,000 people — to wait until 
organised transport from their 
Israeli employers collects them. 

The system, like a proposed 
ban on Palestinians entering 
Israel in private cars, is aimed at 
preventing Arabs from the occu- 
pied territories from moving 
around unsupervised in Israeli 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Shiite shrines at Karbala, 
Najaf bear battle marks 


By Wafa Amr 

The Associated Press 

KARBALA — A tense atmos- 
phere prevails here and in Na- 
jaf nearly two weeks after gov- 
ernment put down a rebellion 
in the two Shiite holy dries. 

Pans of Karbala were level- 
led — houses demolished, gov- 
ernment buildings, police and 
fire stations burned and 
looted. Scbools. hospitals, 
shops, warehouses, hotels, res- 
taurants were shattered, most 
sprayed with bullets. 

All mosques including the 
Shiite holy shrines of Imam 
Hussein and Abbas were dam- 
aged by artillery. 

Foreign journalists were 
escorted to Karbala and Najaf 
by Ministry of Information 
officials who said the mosques 
had become places of execu- 
tion for members of the ruling 
Baath Party seized by the re- 
bels. 

Reports sent to the Associ- 
ated Press in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
from Ayatollah Mohammad 
TaJci Modaresi. a Shiite Mus- 
lim rebel leader against gov- 
ernment headquarters in Kar- 
bala. 

The statement sent by telex 
said air raids and tank attacks 
killed 20.000 people in die last 
10 days of the rebellion. 

It was the first time in their 
1.000-year history that the 
shrines have become battle 
grounds. The gold domes of 
the shrines dominate the sky- 
line of both cities. 


Karbala and Najaf are the 
site of battles in the fight to 
succeed the Prophet Moham- 
mad in the seventh century 
that led to die schism in Islam 
into Shiite and Sunni sects. 

The Shiites believed the suc- 
cession should pass through 
the family of the Prophet. The 
tomb of his son-in-law All is at 
Najaf and his grandson Hus- 
sein is at Karbala. Abbas was 
another son of Ali from a wife 
not related to the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

The Sunni-dominated Iraqi 
government had recently spent 
millions of dollars to restore 
the mosques and rebuild the 
domes as gesture to the Shiites, 
who make up a majority in the 
country. 

The main hall of the Hussein 
mosque was used by the rebels 
as both a courtroom and a 
death chamber, officials said. 

Heavy ropes dangled from 
the ceiling and dry blood stains 
covered the ground. 

“This room was used by the 
infiltrators and the mobs to 
execute residents of Karbala. 
Many were hanged in this 
place after they were tried in 
Hussein mosque next door,” 
said a 21-year-old soldier who 
said he was a member of the 
Republican Guards. 

One pulpit under the rope 
was used as the last step before 
letting victims swing. The sol- 
diers said the mobs hid in the 
mosques of Hussein and Abbas 
when the army entered the 
city. 


The main entrance of both 
mosques was shelled and 
burned. Soldiers and tanks 
stood guard at all their entr- 
ances. 

“They were hiding inside 
and shooting at os with mortars 
as we approached the mos- 
ques. Some of our soldiers were 
killed. The entrance to Hus- 
sein mosque was slightly dam- 
aged. "We had to drive them 
out,” said another young sol- 
dier standing guard outside. 

He said it took the army the 
entire day of March 14 to 
regain control of the sites. 

Small rooms inside the mos- 
que were used as prisons, said 
officials. Bullet holes splat- 
tered across the golden domes, 
the elaborate tile walls and the 
heavy wooden doors. 

Anti-government slogans 
painted across the walls were 
covered in paint, replaced by 
new graffiti in support of the 
government. 

There was less damage in 
Najaf. 180 kilometres south of 
Baghdad. 

The holy shrine where Imam 
Ali is buried was partly shelled 
and burned. The description 
by residents and soldiers 
echoed those of the fight for 
Karbala. 

In Karbala, president Sad- 
dam’s portraits in the streets 
were holed by cannon shells, 
but new pictures were already - 
sprouting on shattered govern- 
ment buildings along with slo- 
gans like “Long live Saddam.” 

The soldiers said Iranians, 



A hospital wfakh was attacked during the rebellion in Karbala (photo by Mariam Shaheen) 


Saudis. Kuwaitis and Egyp- 
tians were among those 
arrested when they retook the 
town. 

“Many residents joined the 
opposition,” said one woman 
covered in black from head to 
toe as Muslim tradition here 
dictates. She refused to say 
more, Tm afraid to say any- 
thing. I don't know what hap- 
pened," she said, walking 
away. 

The governor of Karbala, 
Abdul Khali d Aziz, told repor- 
ters, _ "The mobs used man- 
ipulation methods to persuade re- 
sidents to join them. They used 


deceptive methods to control 
the people.” 

The governor said the rebels 
were mainly Ir anian exiles and 
escaped criminals. He said 
they killed hundreds of inno- 
cent people during the week 
they controlled the city. At 
least 150 were arrested, be 
said. 

About 10 soldiers were (til- 
led in the attack, he said. 

There was misery in people’s 
eyes, especially those of 
women shuttling through the 
streets and the markets. Every 
tune the women were stopped 
to ask what happened, some 


looked sad and walked away, 
some looked nervous and said 
they knew nothing, even those 
who spoke did not want to give 
any details'. 

“What can I say? What hap- 
pened is beyond imagination.” 
said one young woman. 

Hamid Habib, 22. was critic- 
al of the rebels for being too 
violent, killing those who re- 
fused to join them. 

“They come in the name of 
Islam, but they are far away 
from Islam,” he said. 

“Even if we did not want this 
government, now we find it is 
safer and more secure to have 
this .government, Habib said. 


Flow of Soviet emigres 
to Israel picks up pace 


Abdul Nasser’s son 
acquitted of charges, 
15 others convicted 


CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
security court Tuesday acquitted 
Gamal Abdul Nasser’s son of all 
charges including murder in an 
alleged 1980s conspiracy that kil- 
led two Israelis and injured 
Israeli and American diplomats. 

Of the 19 other suspects trial 
as members of the Egypt's Re- 
volution group. IS were con- 
victed. Nine of those were sent to 
prison for terms up to life. • 9 

Khaled Abdul Nasser, whose 
father was republican Egypt's 
first president, bad been charged 
as the second-ranking member of 
the group that claimed four 
attacks from 1984 to 1987. 

Mr. Abdul Nasser’s cousin, 
Gama] Shawki Abdul Nasser, a 
physician, was convicted of fail- 
ing to report a gunshot wound he 
treated on a gunman injured by 
an American diplomat and was 
given a six-month suspended 
sentence. 

Mahmoud Noureddin Solei- 
man, the group's alleged ring- 
leader, received the softest sent- 
ence. life imprisonment at hard 
labour. Under Egyptian law, life 
in prison means 25 years, with 
one-fourth off for good be- 
haviour. 

The judgment, read at a five- 
minute session of the three-man 
supreme state security court, is 
subject to review by President 
Hosni Mubarak. He bos the pow- 
er to confirm or commute the 
sentences or order a new trial. 

AH 20 defendants stood with 
blank faces as Presiding Judge 
Emadeddin Ismail read the judg- 
ment. As be finished, Soleiman 
shouted “Aliahu Akbar. We die 
for Egypt to live.” 

Mr. Solciman’s wife displayed 
no emotion. His teen-age daugh- 
ter wept. 

Khaled Abdul Nasser’s wife 
Pali-i smiled. 

Mr. Soleiman's younger 
brother Ahmad Essoin was sent- 
enced to prison for 15 years at 
hard labour. He was reported to 
have been instrumental in crack- 
ing the case by approaching the 
U.S. embassy with disclosures 
about the group after hilling out 
with his brother. The embassy 


passed on the information to 
Egyptian authorities. 

Four other defendants received 
15-year prison terms, one got 10 
years and two were ordered im- 
prisoned for three years. Prison 
terms of six months to a year 
were suspended for six defen- 
dants. 

The indictment issued in 
February 1988 charged the defen- 
dants' with murder, attempted 
murder and forming a clandestine 
organisation to kill people. It said 
their actions undermined Egypt’s 
relations with Israel and the Un- 
ited States. 

The group was accused of four 
shooting attacks in which two 
Israeli diplomats died and six 
Israeli and two U.S. diplomats 
were wounded. One attack occur- 
red in each years from 1984 to 
1987. 

After each attack, foreign news 
agencies in Cairo received type- 
written statements or telephone 
calls claiming responsibility by 
Egypt's Revolution. 

The statements opposed 
Egypt’s 1979 treaty with Israel, 
criticised the United States and 
professed a pan-Arab Nasscrite 
ideology. 

At the 26-month trial, which 
ended last December, the pro- 
secution demanded the death 
penalty for 11 defendants, includ- 
ing Khaled Abdul Nasser, 41, a 
professor of engineering at Cairo 
University. 

Adbul Nasser was abroad when 
the indictment was issued and 
thus escaped custody. Facing a 
possible death sentences at home, 
he gravitated to Yugoslavia to sit 
out the trial but returned home 
six months before it ended after 
family and friends sent envoys to 
him. He was arrested on arrival in 
Cairo last June 6, appeared in 
court the following day and was 
released on a token bail. 

Specific charges against the late 
president's son were that he was 
one of three founders of the 
clandestine group, he financed it 
with hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and he supplied it with 
weapons. 


Journalists 
flee to 
Turkey 
from Iraq 

ANKARA (R) — At least 28 
Western journalists covering the 
rebellion in northern Iraq have 
fled into Turkey in the past 24 
hours, many of them by swim- 
ming across a border rivet 1 , offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Fifteen reporters " swam the 
Hezil River dividing Iraqi and 
Turkish territory, near the main 
border crossing of Habur- 

“After two journalists ... who 
swam across, another 13 foreign 
journalists also came across the 
river last night,” a local official in 
the town of Silopi told Reuters. 

“They are now resting in an 
official guesthouse. All were very 
fatigued. We gave them dry clo- 
thing, food,” he said. 

He did not give their names but 
said a woman was among them. 

The first two to swim across — 
a French journalist and a reporter, 
from the U.S. Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) — were met by 
Turkish soldiers and given dry 
military uniforms to wear, the 
official said. 

A resident of Ova village, on 
the northern bank of the river, 
said Monday the first two had 
crossed despite warning shots 
from Turkish border guards. 

The reporters are fleeing fierce 
fighting in northern Iraq between 
Kurdish rebels and government 
troops. Another is journalists 
who walked into Turkey from 
near the town of Semdinli in tire 
southeastern Hakkari province on 
Monday were to be taken to the 
northern city of Vim Tuesday , an 
official in Hakkari said. 


They used the same route as 
some 7,200 Iraqis who have fled 
to Turkey since die start of the 
Gulf crisis, he said. 


“All is are in good health. They 
spent the night in Semdinli and 
wiD be taken by bus to van. 1 am 
sure they have all contacted their 
papers or agencies,” be said, 
adding that their names were not 
available. 


Afghan government acknowledges 
loss of Khost, mourns those killed 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — In a rare 
acknowledgement. Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibuliah said Monday 
government forces had lost the 
southern town of Khost. He de- 
clared Tuesday a day of mourning 
for soldiers killed in the battle. 

“Today in the morning our 
links with Khost were cut and 
many of our brave sons received 
martyrdom. Therefore, I declare 
tomorrow, as-a national day of 
mourning." .President Najibuliah 
said irr a Kabul' Radio newscast, . 
monitored in New Delh i. 

• » 

The U.S.-backed Mujahedeen, 
or Islamic holy warriors, seized 
Khost, located 30 kilometres 
from the Pakistan border, on 
Monday after a 17-day battle with 
government forces. 

“This is definitely a major vic- 
tory for the Mujahedeen,'’ a U.S. 
State Department official told the 
New York Times. He said Khost 


guards the major supply routes 
connecting the capital of Kabul 
with the southwestern provinces. 

But one Western diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said, “The Mujahedeen can 
capture Kandahar, Kunduz, 
Herat, Jalalabad and every other 
major dty in Afghanistan and it 
will mean very little. They still 
won’t hold Kabul and those who 
•control 'Kabul control Afgha- 
nistan. ” 

“We are quite sure Afghans’ 
fighting .their (Khost) will con- 
tinue to struggle with the last 
drop of their blood,” President 
Najibuliah said Monday night on 
state-run radio and television. 
“God bless the martyred of 
Khost.” 

He blamed deep snows and the 
resulting bad road conditions for 
the loss, and accused neighbour- 
ing Pakistan of directly helping 


the rebels. Pakistan is base for the 
rebel group, which has been 
trying to overthrow successive 
Commanist-style Afghan govern- 
ments for nearly 13 years. 

Diplomatic and guerrilla 
sources in Pakistan said as many 
as 2,000 soldiers were captured 
and 1,000 defected during the 
battle over Khost, a deserted 
garrison town. with, symbolic 
rather than sfrategic importance. - 

Diplomatic sources .in Isjama- * i 
bad said thc guerrillas’ . backers , 
were pressing to gel International 
Committee, of the Red Cross rep- •? 
resen tatrves into Khost within 24 
hours to prevent feared mass 
executions of government troops. 

Jalahiddin Haqqani, the key 
rebel commander around Khost, 
has conducted some of the most . 
brutal massacres of government 
soldiers since the Soviet Union 
withdrew its soldiers in February 
1989. 


‘Hostage issue deadlocked 


BEIRUT (R) — A senior pro- 
Iranian Lebanese fundamentalist 
leader said Tuesday the issue of 
12 Western hostages in Lebanon 
was deadlocked despite a flurry 
of diplomatic activity and reports 
of an imminent release. 

There was no comment from 
pro-Iranian sources on Tehran's 
release of British businessman 
Roger Cooper Tuesday after 
more than five years in prison for 
alleged spying. 

Fundamentalists said earlier his 
fate was not linked to the hos- 
tages in Lebanon. They had ex- 
pected Mr. Cooper to be freed 
after Britain last month deported 
Iranian student Mehrdad Kowka- 
bi. 

Mr. Kowkabi was held by Brit- 
ish police for 15 months after 
being accused of a firebomb 
attack on a shop selling Salman 
Rushdie’s novel “The Satanic 
Verses.” 

The sources said his deporta- 
tion and Mr. Cooper's release 
would help clear relations be- 
tween London and Tehran but 
would not directly affect the 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non. 

“Despite all the fuss by West- 


ern diplomats and the press, the 
hostage issue is at a standstill,” 
said the fundamentalist leader, 
who spoke to Renters on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Most of the 12 Westerners mis- 
sing in Lebanon are believed held 
by pro-Iranian groups linked to 
Hizbollah (Party of God), which 
denies any involvement in 
hostage-taking. They are six 
Americans, three Britons, two 
Germans and an Italian. 

Diplomats and Beirut news- 
paper reports last month said 
they could be released soon after 
new Gulf crisis alignments be- 
tween Washington and London 
and their former foes Syria and 
Iran. 

But the pro-Iranian source 
said: “There is nothing moving in 
the U.S. -Iranian ties. Tehran has 
ajfixed policy and is not willing to 
give away anything to the Amer- 
icans.” * 

Britain welcomed Mr, Coop- 
er’s release but said the hostages 
in Lebanon blocked opening a 
new chapter in relations with 
Iran. 

The fundamentalist leader said 
mistrust between Tehran and 


Washington was a major hurdle 
to better relations, “America is 
the one that should present proof 
and a sign of goodwill to boost 
confidence,” he said without ela- 
borating. 

The Lebanese source said a 
visit to Iran by I talian Foreign 
Minister Gianni de Micbelis last 
week covered the problem of the 
hostages in Lebanon. . But he 
ruled out a breakthrough soon. 

An Italian diplomat in Damas- 
cus said Sunday Mr. de Michelis- 
was told by Iranian leaders the 
hostages would be freed shortly. 

"Iranians are very patient 
politicians. They take their time 
when changing policies or revers- 
ing a decision, such as die hostage 
issue,” the fundamentalist leader 
said. 

Asked about several reports by 
pro-Syrian sources in Beirut that 
the Western hostages would soon 
go free, the source said: 

“Syria is sincere in securing the 
release of the hostages. By fuel- 
ing speculation, it hopes to exert 
pressure on Iran to work for 
freeing a hostage." 

Asked whether it would work, 
he smiled and said, “No.” 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Some 
13,000 Soviet Jews arrived in 
Israel in March, almost double 
February’s immigration rate, offi- 
cials said Monday. 

The Gulf war had drastically 
reduced the pace of the immigra- 
tion, with February’s rate of 
7,100 only a fifth of December’s 
figure. 

Gad Ben Ari, spokesman for 
the Jewish Agency, a qnasi-gov- 
emmental body that helps trans- 
port immigrants to Israel and aids 
in their absorption, said the num- 
ber of Soviet Jewish i mmigr ants is 
now expected to grow monthly. 

Some 230,000 Soviet Jews have 
immigrated to Israel since mid- 
1989 and the government has not 

yet created the housing or jobs to 

acco mmo date them. 

Immig ration officials fear that 
“if the government does not take 
absorption more seriously and 
does not concentrate to solve 
housing and employment prob- 
lems this may have a serious 
effect on future immigration,” 
Mr. Ben Ari said. 

Simba- Dinitz, head of the 


agency, said in a statement that 
many potential immigrants are 
worried about unemployment. 
Mr. Dinitz predicted acute prob- . 
lems for immigrant families en- 
tering their second year in Israel 
when government subsidies are 

cut. ' - _■ : _- 

A family of three receiver 

approximately 17,500 shekels. 
(58,750) for their first year in 
Israel, but the sum is greatly, 
reduced in the second year, when - 
the immigrants are expected to 
have found jobs. 

Mr . Ben Ari said foe reports of 
absorption hardships had not yet- 
deterred Soviet Jews from com- 
ing to Israel. 

Many would-be Soviet emig- 
rants delayed their departures', 
d ur in g the war when Israel -was . 
faci ng Iraqi missile attacks. . 

About 200,000 immigrants a# J 
rived in Israel last year and foe 
government expects the influx-of . - ’ 
Soviet jews arriving under Krem- f 
fin emigration reforms to read) 
one milli on by 1993, boostiqg 
Israel’s population by a fifth, *. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Scowcroft met secretly with King Fahd 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. National Security Adviser Brent; 
Scowcroft travelled secretly to Saudi Arabia last week where be 
met Saudi King Fahd and discussed the Middle East peace process. 
White House officials said Monday. Hie officials did not disclose 
specifically what topics were discussed or whether Mr. Scowcroft 
made any additional stops during the two-day trip. From the end of 
the Gulf war. President George Bush’s administration has been 
engaged in energetic diplomacy to forge new "security” arrange- 
ments in the Middle East. The White House also disclosed that 
President Bush sent a letter to the emir of Kuwait discussing the 
political and economic challenges now facing the emirate. Mr. 
Bush was responding to a note he received last month from the 
emir thanking him for the .U.S.-led war effort, said a source who 
asked to remain unidentified. White House spokesman Stephen 
Hart confirmed that messages were exchanged, but declined to ; 
discuss their contents. . j 

Qatari emir thanks U.S. general 

BAHRAIN (R) — Qatari Emir Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad A1 
Tbam has congratulated allied forces commander Genera] Norman 
Schwarzkopf for freeing Kuwait from Iraqi occupation and 
awarded him Qatar's highest decoration. “Operation Desert Storm, 
wall be remembered in history as a landmark for deepening the 
principles of new international order based on rejection of 
.aggression and hegemony,” the Gulf News Agency Tuesday 
quoted the entir as saying. The' agency said Sheikh 'Khalifa was 
speaking after receiving Gen. Schwarzkopf, who arrived in Doha : 
Monday for. a twoday visit. Sheikh Khalifa^ awarded Gen. 
Schwarzkopf Qatar’s highest decoration, the Sash of Independ- 
ence, for his role in leading foe ax-Sreek war. "' 

Moroccan police release Muslim activists 

RABAT (R) — Eight young members of the banned Moroccan 
Muslim fundamentalist group A1 Adi Wal Ihsane were released 
without charge by police Tuesday after two nights in custody, a 
spokesman for foe goup said. He said they were interrogated about 
conversations they had with groups of people outside mosques in . 
Rabat and foe neighbouring town of Sale Sunday after evening 
prayers. The spokesman said one of foe group, engineer Jilalj 
Malki, was beaten up in custody. The .others included six students 
in their late teens and early 20s and a workman. They were foe first 
arrests of Muslim activists for just over a year since Ai Adi Wal 
Ihsane was outlawed by the authorities. The group's founder 
Abdessalam Yassin e has been under house arrest at his home in 
Sale since December 1989 and six of its leaders were jailed for two 
years each in February last year for belonging to an fllegal 
organisation. 

Algeria passes new electoral law 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s parliament has passed a controvers ial i 
electoral law governing foe country’s first multi-party elections 
which are due to be held in late June or early July. The draft had 
been i criticised by many of foe 42 political parties created after 
PreadentChadh Benjedid began a process of political liberalisa- 
tion m 1989 and ended over two decades of one-party rule under 
foe National Liberation Front (FLN). The National Assembly, 
dominated by foe FLN, approved foe draft with little change by 232 
votes, with nine against and 24 abstentions. The Jaw provides for a 
two-stage voting system. If no candidate obtains a dear majority, a 
second poll will be held three weeks later for the front runners. It 
abo bans campaigning in mosques. Muslim fundamentalists have 
been foe mam critics of the new law saying it favours the ruling 
FLN and secular parties. 6 

Libya gives Chad $3 million 

» million in aid and wfli send 

SShh? °^ icd fi 00 ? 6451 and north °f its southern 

S Lrbyan news agency JANA said Tuesday. 

ter) Ibralfo^Besha^h 8 Ltatson Bureau (foreign minis-' 

° Wr a ** the amount during 
k* 5 ! ,_ we f k ' 11 11 will support foe Chad 


wbo ousted Hissene Habre in December. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church SwcUtoh, 
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SC Joseph Church Tef. 624590. 
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775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751- 

Amman Intomdml Church Td. 

685326. 

EvaageUeaJ Lutheran Church Tel: 
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WEATHER 

Sulfam supplied by the Dcpanmertrot 
Meteorology. 

The country wiB be under the effect 
of a cold front on Wednesday. There- 
fore. temperature* will drop, clouds 
w01 increase and there will be a chance 
for scattered showers of ram. Winds 


will be westerly moderate. In Arjafca. it 
wiB be partly doody with southerly 
fresh winds and tngh seas. 

Min -/max. temp. 
Amman 12/20 

Aqaba 16/28 

Deserts 12/21 

Jordan VaScy 15/24 

Yesterday's high t empera tures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 31. Hmmdity readings: 
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Ge m . 
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NUMBERS 
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AMMAN: 
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Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 657909 

Fin* Phrmaey .?..... 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy — 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoob pharmacy ..... 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

ntHD: 

Dr. AHAlShnqairi (—) 

AlSbaiaa' pharmacy (275825) 
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EMERGENCIES 
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Ciril Defence Department i 
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GvO Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police ..... 192. 621 111 . < 
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Blood Bank ...... .. 
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Traffic Police ! 

Fa Mc Scorify Department ... 

Hotel Complaints i 

Price Complaints I 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints ! 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs i 

ANteli Telephone Repairs i 

Jordan Television ‘ 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jotdu Electriefy Authority ... 813615 
Electric Power 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-532)0 

Queen Alia InlL Airport. 0853200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN:. 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn 
AkDch Maternity. J. Amn, 
Jabal Amman Maternity ... 

Malbas.J. Amman 

Palestine, SJtmeisani 

Shmeisani Hospital — [ 

IhnvTOity Hospital 

Al-Mnasber Hospital 
The Islamic. Abdafi 


.81381302 
. 644281/6 
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Queen A&a Hospital ...... 

Anal Hospital ............ 
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Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zaras National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sue Hospital .. 
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Princess Bassu Hospital .. 
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IbnAlNafees Hospital. 
AQABA: 

Princess Ha ya Hospital 


... 664164/6 
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-775111/26 
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(02) 247100 
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MARKET PRICK 

D PPoOower price hi Os per kg. 
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Baan * (Mu kamm ar) 450 / 40 Q 




S* bha « e 140 /100 

^'““haspatge) 250/200 

^ ounb en(anan) 400/350 

- 1000 / 900 

lop™* 300/250 

600 / 500 
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460*400 

to) 300/250 
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Sgg r--" 350 /250 
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j^Pper (sweet) 260/200 

S?* 150/M0 

r* 6 /- 400 / 300 

130/ 80 

Tomatoes 360 / 300 
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Libya ready to absorb Jordanian 
products, boost trade cooperation 


By Ziyad A1 Shflkh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The bead of a Li- 
byan economic and trade iwm 
now on a visit to Jordan Tuesday 
welcomed further strengthening 
of ties between the two countries, 
and said that Libyan markets 
were open to Jordanian products 
of all types. 

“The Libyan markets can buy 
all Arab industrial commodities 
in general and Jordanian pro- 
duos in particular as Libya gives 
preference to Arab products over 
foreign goods,” Saleb A1 Sbeikhi 
said at a meeting held at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce. 

“Libya offers the Jordanian 
private sector the chance to mar- 
ket its products in the country, 
either under official protocols or 


Relief 
convoy 
leaves for 


through private means, provided 
that the quality is high and the 
prices are reasonable for the Li- 
byan consumer,” said Mr, 
Sbeikhi in his statement. 

He said that Libya believed in 
economic integration with the 
Arab countries and offered facili- 
ties to reach that end. 

Mr. Sbeikhi and bis accom- 
panying team, who had talks with 
Ministry of In du st r y and Trade 
Secretary-General Ibrahim Bad- 
ran, Monday discussed with the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
means of promoting bilateral 
trade. 

Haidar Murad, the chamber’s 
vice-president, welcomed the Li- 
byan viators and urged them to 
acquaint themselves with Jorda- 
nian products that can be mar- 
keted in Libya. 


Mr. Murad said that trade with 
Libya boosted in the early 1980s 
when the Libyan markets started 
baying Jordanian medicine, agri- 
cultural seeds, confectionaries, 
wood and metal products. Libya 
has been selling Jordan fertilisers 
in the 1980s, be said. 

But on the whole, the volume 
of trade exchanges did not top the 
JO 5 million mark on an annual 
baas and for this reason efforts 
are bong made to boost trade. 
This, he said, can be done 
through organising joint trade 
fairs, exchanges of visits by trade 
delegations, and the signing of 
new agreements to organise the 
process of trade between Tripoli 

and Amman 

Several chamber members 
addressed the meeting, pledging 
to do all they can to promote 
bilateral trade. 


Islamic academy prepares for 
conference on developing human 
resources in science, technology 


Iraq 


AMMAN (AP) — Trucks laden 
with food and medical supplies 
continued to roll towards Bagh- 
dad on Tuesday to help relieve 
the suffering of Iraqis in their 
war-ravaged country. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said a 13-truck 
convoy departed on the 9th relief 
mission to Baghdad since the 
outbreak of the Gulf war Jan. 17. 

ICRC spokesman, Michel 
Schroeder, said the convoy in- 
cluded 10 trucks each loaded with 
27 tonnes of wheat flour and 
another three trucks loaded with 
a total of 31 tonnes of food, 
medical supplies, water filters, 
blanke ts and generators. 

The ICRC shipment was the 
third since the United Nations 
Security Council lifted restric- 
tions on essential goods to Iraq 
on March 22. 

Prior to that date all relief 
shipments, except those for 
humanitarian aid, had been bar- 
. red under a U.N. embargo im- 
posed last year to punish cfcaq for 
its Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Mamie 
Academy of Sciences (IAS) is 
preparing for a general confer- 
ence to be held in Amman in 
December, and has prepared a 
draft resolution to be adopted by 
a group of scholars and specialists 
representing various Islamic na- 
tions. 

The academy's Executive 
Director-General Anwar Bflbeisi 
said in a statement Tuesday that a 
total of 17 working papers sub- 
mitted by a group of scholars 
would be reviewed at the confer- 
ence to be held under the slogan 
of developing human resources in 
the fields of science and technolo- 
gy to serve the Islamic world. 

“The conference’s Preparatory 
Committee which is making 
arrangements for the conference 
to be held under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
groups representatives from Tur- 
key, Jordan and Saadi Arabia,” 
Dr. Bflbeisi said. 

Dr. Bflbeisi said that the IAS 
was created at a meeting held in 
Amman in 1986 upon recom- 
mendations by the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) as 
an independent, non- 
govenunentaj organisation aim- 


ing at promoting science and 
technology in the Islamic World. 

He said that the Amman-based 
IAS was governed by an execu- 
tive committee chair ed by Dr. 
Mumtaz Qzcfi of Pakistan, and 
groups members representing 
Jordan. Turkey, Egypt, Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco. Bang- 
ladesh, Indonesia and Senegal. 

The coming conference in Am- 
man is expected to recommend 
measures to help Is lami c coun- 
tries speed up their national and 
joint projects related to science 
and technology. 

According to Dr. Bflbeisi, the 
IAS has so far held four confer- 
ences. The first was in 1987, in 
Amman, on food security, the 
second in Islamabad on science 
and technology policies in Islamic 
nations, the third in Kuwait on 
new technologies to develop the 
Islamic World, and the fourth 
was in Turkey, in 1990, held 
under the slogan of modem tech- 
nology for the development of 
Islamic countries. 

Dr. Bflbeisi said that more than 
250 scholars and researchers from 
Arab and Islamic countries and 
organisations around the world 
had taken part in those confer- 
ences. 


Media focus on Jordan ebbs 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Walking into the 
lobby of Jordan’s five-star hotels 
shortly after the outbreak of the 
Gulf crisis on Aug. 2, one used to 
encounter large groups of jour- 
nalists. either leaving or returning 
to the premises at any given time. 
Today, the same lobbies look 
deserted in comparison. 

Immediately after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait, journalists from all over 
the world rushed into Jordan to 
report on the events in the Golf, 
said Ismat Abu Salem, an official 
at the Information Centre at the 
Intercontinental Hotel. “A total 
of 1.460 people in the journalism 
profession visited Jordan since 
Aug. 2 to cover the events in the 
Guff,” Abu Salem added. “This 
number accounts for photo- 
graphers and reporters from news 
and television networks, maga- 
zines, radio agencies and news- 
papers from all over the world.” 

Today less than 100 foreign 
journalists remain in Jordan. 
Many journalists have left for 
borne, Syria, Turkey, Kuwait, > 
and most recently to Iraq. 

Now that the Guff war is over, 
news networks have different 
plans to cover the aftermath of 
the conflict. American Broad- 
casting Corporation (ABC) tele- 
vision, for one, plans to stay in 
Jordan for another two months 
only to see what new develop- 
ments will take place in the re- 
gion. 

Zweites Deutsches Fehntsehen 
(ZpF), the largest German tele- 
vision channel is waiting to get 
into Baghdad. ZDF did not set up 


an office in Jordan but after Aug. 
2 it employed local people to 
work for them. 

The European Broadcasting 
Union (EBU) has an office here. 
EBU is also planning to get into 
Baghdad. 

Visnews plans to stay on in 
Jordan for another six months. 

TF 1, a French channel, left 
Amman for Baghdad to cover the 
developments after the Gulf war. 

A group of Italian journalists 
are renting an apartment on a 
monthly basis. Although they are 
back in Rome now, they will 
continue renting the apartment in 
case they have to set up an office 
in Jordan at short notice. 

According to the representa- 
tive of Columbia Broadcasting 
System (CBS) television's Liaison 
Officer in Amman Amjad Tad- 
ros, CBS is waiting to see 
whether there are any changes in 
the Gulf situation. “We are al- 
ways on alert,” he said. “Any 
developments in the region will 
mean we will have to set up a 
reporting base once again.” 

The foreign media poured into 
Jordan for many reasons. 

Mr. Tadros said that journalists 
were able to get a dear “Arab 
reaction” by talking to the people 
in Jordan. He added that because 
of the democratic atmosphere 
and good facilities in Jordan jour- 
nalists were able to do their work 
better. “Because of the free 
media, and the availability of 
satellite dishes in Jordan, report- 
ing was made easier.” 

A freelance reporter, Andrea 
Shoenhuber, who works for Der 
Morgen, one of the largest daily 
newspapers in former East Ber- 
lin, and also a freelance reporter 


for RUFA, a radio agency that 
sells reports to private radio sta- 
tions in Germany, said that the 
reason she chose to come to 
Jordan was the country’s several 
borders. 

If there are any developments 
in the countries surrounding Jor- 
dan, it is reasonably easy to go to 
that country and report,” Ms. 
Shoenhuber said. 

According to Ms. Shoenhuber, 
who plans to stay on in Jordan for 
another year, the best way to 
describe the Jordanian media is 
“free expression and no suppres- 
sion.” 

It is also a fact that during the 
first weeks of the war the only 
gateway to Iraq was through Jor- 
dan and that attracted man y jour- 
nalists. 

To the observant eye, it was 
obvious that all the famous names 
in journalism came to Jordan at 
least once after Aug. 2. Peter 
Arnett, the correspondent for 
CNN made famous for his cover- 
ing of the war in Iraq, was among 
those who went to and from 
Baghdad through Jordan. Dan 
Rather, Tom Brokaw and Peter 
Jennings, Barbra Walters, 
anchormen of CBS*, NBC’ 
(National Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion) and ABC main news broad- 
casts also made it here among 
many other media celebrities. 

Many adjustments were made 
in Jordan after Ang. 2 to 
accommodate the needs of the 
foreign journalists. 

Throughout the Gulf crisis 
there was a growing need for 
translators; so many multilingual 
tour guides worked as translators 
for news agencies. 


HOME NEWS KN BRIEF 


Prince Mohammad visits army Illegal home-setters 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the personal representative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, Tuesday paid a visit to the 
Armed Forces headquarters where be met for a 
while with Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb, 
and discussed with him issues of interest to the 
Aimed Forces. 

IDB approves loan to industries 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB) has approved JD 1.291 million in 
loans to eight industries in Jordan. Since the start 
of 1991, IDB has granted 18 loans worth JD 2.232 
million to industnal projects. 


ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Governor Mohamad 
ShobaJri announced Tuesday that a growing num- 
ber of people have been caught setting up homes 
illegally on state-owned land. These bnfldings were 
found to have collapsed soon after then construc- 
tion as they had been set up hurriedly and without 
solid foundation daring the holidays and 
weekends. The governor said that such practice 
was not only illegal, but was bound to create 
disasters to those who undertake them. 

Seminar held at JUST 

RAMTHA (Petra) — A seminar on university 
students* experiments in Sudan, Tunisia, Syria, 
Eritrea, and Jordan was held at the Jordan 
University of Science and Technology Tuesday 

(JUST). 


Government allocates JD 1m to repair devastated south 

Rawabdeh briefs Cabinet 
on situation in the south 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Tuesday announced the 
allocation of JD 1 million to cover 
the cost of repain on roads, 
bridges and retaining walls as well 
as irrigation canals in the gov- 
emorates of Tafileh, Karak and 
Maan. hit by the recent rain- 
storms which caused wide scale 
devastation to public and private 
property. 

The announcement came at a 
Cabinet session chaired by Prime 
Minister Mudar Bad ran during 
which Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Raoul AI 
Rawabdeh reported on the gener- 
al situation in the southern re- 
gions in the wake of the storm. 

Mr. Rawabdeh, who toured 
the affected regions together with 
local officials, briefed the Council 
of Ministers on the nature of 
work being conducted to restore 
life to the three regions. 

He said that the governors of 
the three areas were taking direct 
control of the teams dispatched 
by the ministries of agriculture, 
public works and housing and 
water and irrigation, and coordi- 
nating their efforts with the teams 
from the Arab Potash Company 
(APC) and the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC). 

According to a Cabinet state- 


ment, the JD 1 million allocation 
will also be used to remove rocks 
and earth covering the farmlands 
and to dear roadside canals and 
remove tonnes of mud from wa- 
ter springs. 

The statement said that the JD 
1 million would be spent only on 
those regions within the bound- 
aries of munidpaiities, but the 
government stiU awaits reports 
about damages affecting other 
areas in the three go vc morales 
before taking decisions on them. 

Hie Cabinet session coincided, 
with a general meeting held in 
Karak and attended in' Parlia- 
ment members representing, the 
constituencies of southern Jordan 
as well as mayors, government 
offidals and local inhabitants and 
fanners. 

The Parliament members de- 
manded that the government pay 
compensation to the local inhabi- 
tants who suffered losses as a 
result of the storm and that the 
concerned authorities offer tech- 
nical and in-kind assistance to the 
local fanners so that they can 
resume their normal life. 

Addressing the general meet- 
ing in Karak, the deputies also 
called on the authorities involved 
in the repair plans to give priority 


to agricultural roads and irriga- 
tion canals. 

The Parliament members 
promised to submit detailed re- 
ports about the general situation 
in the three govemorates to the 
government demanding that 
sufficient funds be allocated and 
more machinery be made avail- 
able to speed up the repair work 
in various areas. 

The deputies urged the private 
and public sectors to cooperation 
in the process of restoring normal 
life to the region. 

Several local inhabitants 
addressed the meeting outlining 
the various damages inflicted on 
their property and demanding 
that the government offer them 
assistance. 

Eid Qatameh. Karak gov- 
ernor, presented a general out- 
line about the damages and the 
losses resulting from the recent 
storm, and said that a plan had 
been worked out and put into 
force to speed up repairs, he also 
said that several committees had 
been formed to conduct an esti- 
mate of the damages. 

According to Mr. Oatameh. 
teams from the ministries of pub- 
lic works and housing, agricul- 
ture. water and irrigation as well 


No water, no energy in 
land of ‘milk and honey’ 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan' Times Staff Reporter 

BAGHDAD — For the peoples 
of the 40 or 50 countries that went 
to war against Iraq Jan. 17 the 
war has ended, but for Iraqis, in 
many ways, the war has just 
begun. 

Baghdad hospitals are in a bad 
state. They only operate through 
the use of old electricity gener- 
ators. Most women, as in the days 
of the war, deliver their children 
at home because they cannot 
make it to the hospitals for lack o£ 
transport. 

Most hospitals are confined to 
treating emergencies and patients 
at home, said Dr. Boghos 
Boghossian. head of the Surgery 
Department at Baghdad's second 
largest hospital. Al Yarmouk. 

“Many people who require 
surgery are not receiving it be- 
cause of lack of necessary 
medicaments to carry through the 
treatment,” said Boghossian. 

The atmosphere in this 700-bed 
hospital is calm, and patients and 
doctors alike seem to have 
accepted, for the moment, their 
fate of being kept in the dark. 
The staff rotate in two to three- 
day shifts because of the trans- 
portation problem. 

Every doctor’s clinic has a bed 
and a candle. Water is still 
brought in by tanks and until the 
country’s infrastructure is re- 
paired or rebuilt there seems to 
be no hope that running water 
and constant electricity could be 
made available for patients and 
staff as well. 

Foreign relief workers report 
that in most hospitals there is not 
enough water to clean the sheets 
and the fabric bandages. 


“This will cause infection and 
possibly further diseases,” said 
one Scottish relief worker. 

Water is still down from 250 
litres per head per day to 25 
litres. Extra water needed for sick 
people is “not available” and 
patients with burns in particular 
have suffered from the lack of 
water necessary for their cure. 

“Many of the victims of war we 
treated were bum victims. Part of 
their cure is to immerse them in 
water; that, of course was im- 
possible.” said Dr. Boghossian. 

While epidemics did not break 
out yet, with the wanning of the 
weather a catastrophe seems to 
be around the comer and with all 
the strength they can still muster, 
Iraqi medical staff are bracing 
themselves for the worse. 

During the war. Dr. Boghos- 
sian remembers, medical staff 
dreaded the possibility of total 
collapse of the medical system, 
“and now we face yet another 
in human challenge.'’ 

“One must not forget that ev- 
ery doctor and nurse was thinking 
not only of their patients but of 
their own families as they heard 
the bombardments night after 
night, it was a nightmare,” Dr. 
Boghossian says recalling the 
atmosphere during the war. 

After the bombing of the 
Anririyeh shelter in Baghdad, the 
fear that such an incident would 
occur again was great, doctor 
Sabah Anai at the Yarmouk Hos- 
pital said. 

"We prepared the emergency 
rooms for bum victims as best as 
we could as soon as we heard that 
a shelter bad been hit,*' he said. 
“A lorry arrived at the hospital,” 
Dr. Boghossian recalls. “We 
looked inside and suddenly there 


was total silence. Children, young 
girls, and old men. eight in all. 
These charred people were the 
only survivors.” he said. 

Although officials have esti- 
mated that 800 people died in the 
shelter, doctors estimate that 
most shelters could house any- 
where from 2.000-3,000 people. 

The number of war victims 
treated at the Yarmouk Hospital 
were around 600; at Saddam 
General Hospital, in the Baghdad 
suburb of Saddam City, the num- 
ber was 400, but no-one can give 
any figures of how many war 
victims were treated in all. 

“People can hardly get to 
work, let alone find the fuel to 
drive around and ask each hospit- 
al how many people died or how 
many were treated. That may 
come later, but now there are 
other priorities,” said a doctor at 
Saddam General hospital. 

Many residents of Baghdad are 
suffering from stress-related 
illnesses which medical staff 
have not bad time to begin to 
address, doctors here say. 

“The kinds of side effects the 
bombings had will ultimately kill 
more people than the actual 
bombings," said one doctor. 

Dr. Boghossian is amazed at 
the ‘ ‘overapplication' * of the 
U.N. -sponsored economic sanc- 
tions which left medical supplies, 
ordered and paid for long before 
Aug. 2, stranded on the Turkish- 
Iraqi border. 

The general paralysis of the 
country. Dr. Boghossian says, 
has rendered the medical sector 
impotent as well and all changes 
now depend, he says, on the 
resumption of oil exports. In his 
words “there is oil everywhere 
and not a drop to use.” 


Jordan to get £5m British aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Britain's bi- 
lateral aid to Jordan this year will 
amount to £5 million. Priority is 
being given to projects in the 
water sector, top of the list being 
the Qa Disi water resources 
study. United Kingdom (U.K.) 
consultant Scott Wilson Kirkpat- 
rick in association with Haiste 
International have been 
appointed to undertake the study 
in cooperation with the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ). 

An exchange of notes between 
the Jordan and British govern- 
ments is expected to take place 
soon. As pan of the project 
Britain will be providing a drilling 


rig together with other equip- 
ment. 

Construction of a new central 
workshop to maintain and repair 
equipment and vehicles belong- 
ing to WAJ is also planned for 
this year. A “twinning arrange- 
ment” between WAJ and a U.K. 
Water Authority is also due to 
start during 1991. 

The foregoing projects will re- 
sult in a number of technical 
co-operation experts undertaking 
short and long term assignments 
in Jordan. In addition over thirty 
Jordanians are being given the 
opportunity to study in the U.K. 


under the technical co-operation 
training programme. 

Britain's Overseas 3id budget is 
set to increase to £1 ,720 million in 
1991/92. Priority areas will be 
programmes for economic re- 
form, the alleviation of poverty, 
and the environment. Some 60 
per cent of Britain's aid is bilater- 
al, the major part of which goes 
to the poorest countries. The 
balance of Britain's Overseas aid 
goes to multilateral agencies, par- 
ticularly the European Commun- 
ity (EC), who will be providing 
£60 million special assistance in 
1991/92 to Jordan. Egypt and 
Turkev. 


ESCWA head leaves for Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Executive 
Director of the U.N. Economic 
and Soda! Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA) Dr. Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber left Amman for 
Baghdad Tuesday to discuss the 
prospect of ESCWA’s contribu- 
tion towards the reconstruction of 
Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf 
war. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that he 
would spend seven days in Bagh- 
dad and other areas discussing 
with officials and concerned au- 
thorities the nature of ESCWA's 


participation in rebuilding des- 
troyed areas and infrastructure. 

ESCWA’s head office is lo- 
cated in Baghdad, but a tempor- 
ary head office was opened in 
Amman in October last year fol- 
lowing Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that 
ESCWA would organise confer- 
ences and meetings in Amman' 
aimed at promoting development 
in Arab countries located in 
Western Asia. 

In 1989, ESCWA signed with 
the Jordanian government three 


agreements to pave the ground 
for cooperation with regional 
organisations in promoting agra- 
rian reform and rural develop- 
ment in the country. 

Dr. Ab^ul Jaber said that the 
Western Asia region had always 
received U.N. attention because 
the organisation had invariably 
carried out essential tasks sup- 
porting peace-keeping efforts and 
the economic and social develop- 
ment process in the countries of 
the Western Asia region. 


as the Arab Potash Company, the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany and the various local coun- 
cils had been participating in the 
implementation of the plan 

Addressing the meeting were 
also beads of departments of agri- 
culture. water and Public Works, 
presenting reports about the 
work so far carried out. 

At the end of the meeting it 
was announced that a compre- 
hensive plan was worked out to 
speed up the ongoing efforts to 
repair the damages. 

The government had entrusted 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Ruouf Al Rawjb- 
deh to visit the areas and to 
compile a detailed report to be 
submitted to the Council of 
Ministers. 

For its pan. the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority iJEA) said 
Tuesday that its technical teams 
had completed repair work at all 


the new networks within the 
Karak Gove morale, the worst 
area to be hit by the storm. 

JEA Director Genera! 
Mohammad Sneed Arafeh made 
the announcement in Karak fol- 
lowing a tour of the affected areas 
where, he said, power supply is 
now reaching all subscribers. 

Ministry of Public Works 
Secretary-General Rashdnn Al 
Rashdan Tuesday visited Tafileh 

region and inspected repair work 
on roads, bridges and retaining 
walls while a committee repre- 
senting the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) h a > 
embarked on a survey within rhe 
Tafileh district areas to determine 
the extent of damages to projects 
panlv or whollv financed bv the 
ACC. 

The ACC had said that it 
would be willing to reschedule 
farmers' debts and to niter them 
new loans on easv terms. 
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Central Tenders Announcement 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
For Tender No. (21/91) 

Zara - Ghor Haditha Road Project 
Retendering announcement 


Local contraclors classified in the field of Road Construction 
Classification Grade “A" or Arab contraclors. and foreign 
contractors having projects in Jordan in [oini ventures with local 
or Arab contractors are invited to participate in the following 
tender, are requested to purchase tender documents from the 
Government Tenders Directorate/Minislry of Public Works & 
Housing, starting on April 3, 1991, according to the following. 

— The Project is partially financed by the Saudi Fund for 
Development and the Arab Fund for Economical and Social 
Development. 


1. Project Description: 

The Project is a 3£kilometre two-lane main road linking Ghor 
Haditha with Zara, along the Eastern coast of the Dead Sea. 
and comprises two sections: 

Section “A” 

Between the Project 0 + 00 station at Ghor Haditha and km 
16 + 500, mainly comprising the execution of 100.000 cubic 
metres excavation out of which 93,000 cubic metres to be 
used for fill; the works also comprise 1 70.000 cubic metres of 
borrowed till. 70,000 cubic metres of base, 19.000 cubic 
metres of bituminous concrete pavement and 5.000 cubic 
metres of concrete for culverts and protection orks in addition 
to other miscellaneous works as detailed in the tender 
documents. 

Section "B“ 

Between km 16 + 500 and the end of the project at km 31 
+540, near Zara village, mainly comprising the execution of 
1.1 million cubic metres of excavations, out of which 560.000 
cubic metres to be used for fill. The works also comprise 
93.000 cubic metres of base. 18,000 cubic metres of 
bituminous concrete and 1 7.000 cubic metres of concrete for 
culverts, retaining walls and protection works, in addition to 
other miscellaneous works as detailed in the tender docu- 
ments. 

2. Contractor’s Post Qualification: 

First grade roads local contractors. Arab and foreign 
companies and joint ventures bidding for the Proieci will be 
qualitied according to their technical and financial ability, 
experience in highway and bridges construction, size of 
workload and level ol previous performance. 

3. Submittal and Evaluation of Offers: 

a) Bidders must submit their oflers in two separate 
envelopes; one marked "Technical Proposal”, comprising 
the qualification data, and ihe ofher marked "Financial 
Proposal", for the different lender alternatives and choices 

b) A number of contractors will be qualified tor the Protect, 
based on their technical proposal The financial proposals 
of the qualified bidders will be opened, the rest of the 
financial proposals will be relumed unopened 

4. Alternatives & Choices: 

The contract s B.O.O. comprises three separate bills for 
Section "A" Section "B" and Sections "A & B". Bidders 
should submit a bid price and complete alt three tender 
B.O.Qs for two execution alternatives tor completion of Ihe 
works: 

a) Using the existing on site previous contractor's (TLE) 
forfeited equipment. 

b) Without using the existing on-site mobile equipment. 
In both alternatives certain stationed equipment and prepa- 
ration works shall be used. All as detailed in the tender 
documents and the relevant Appendix. 

5. The Central Tenders Committee reserves the right in 
awarding the Project lor one or two contractors, choosing of 
the two execution alternatives. 

6. Cost of the tender documents is a non- refundable sum of JD 
500 for the first copy and JD 150 for any extra copy 

7. Work load wilt be considered «n awarding 

8. Last date for purchase of tender documents is 25 April 
1991. 

9. Financial offers shall be submitted to Government Tenders 
Directorate before 13.30 local time on Sat. 11 May 1991. 


Chairman, Central Tender Commltte. 
Director, Government Tenders Directorate 
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Myopia won’t do 


MR. ABDULLAH Bishara, the Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
(GCC) secretary general seems to be a confused man these 
days. One day be says the (GCC) has decided to cut financial 
aid to Jordan and the PLO, and the next be says there has 
been no such decision. Just what is his bottom line? Are Mr. 
Bishara and his colleagues in the GCC still determined to 
punish Jordan and the PLO, i.e. the Jordanian and the 
Palestinian peoples, for their sympathy towards their Iraqi 
brothers during the Gulf aids and the war that followed? Is 
it possible that some Arabs can be so vengeful against other 
Arabs, even when foreigners are trying to forgive and 
forget? It was unfortunate that Iraq, in the minds of many 
Arabs the champion of Arab nationalism, had to invade 
Kuwait. For though every Arab would love to see the Arab 
Nation united, not least the Kuwaitis themselves, no Arab, 
Jordanian or Palestinian, approved of the Iraqi occupation 
and annexation of Kuwait. Jordan has said time and again it 
was no apologist for Iraq. Throughout the crisis we 
constantly called for a peaceful solution to the problem, 
insisted on the unacceptability of foreign intervention in 
in tonal Arab affairs, even though we made it dear that the 
Kuwaiti government’s intransigent stand prior to Ang. 2 
contributed greatly to the calamity that followed. Jordan, 
right from the beginning, advocated an Arab solution. And 
we think we have been proven right. The escalation of the 
conflict and its internationalisation has resulted in the 
destruction of both Iraq and Kuwait and in opening deep 
wounds in the Arab body and soul that will take a long time 
to heal. 

Jordan's was a principled stand. We wore never for sale. 
And we think we always deserved Arab aid for any number 
of reasons. For one thing Jordan was and stiD is the foremost 
Arab confrontation state with Israel; for another, it housed 
most of the Palestinian refugees; moreover, our brothers in 
the Golf may remember that Jordanians and Palestinians 
provided the Gulf sta&s with thost of the skilled labour that 
bnilt their infrastructure in the past three decades. Jordan 
even did more. It trained and managed the Goff armed 
forces and fought on their side in their local wars. If there 
was any animosity in the hearts of Palestinians or Jorda- 
nians towards their fellow Gulf Arabs, it must have come 
about as a result of the attitude of people tike Mr. Bishara 
who always gave aid with much high-handedness. And if 
Mr. Bishara and his associates in the GCC are going to 
persist in their vengeance they will only encounter more 
animosity and resentment. The secretary general must by 
now know that Palestinians and Jordanians are among the 
Arabs* most resourceful people. They are weD capable of 
readjusting and managing without “brother Arab’' hand- 
outs. Mr. Bishara is well advised to look deeper into and to 
reflect more on not only the resentment that surfaced during 
the Guff crisis but on its causes as well. But judging from his 
and his colleagues' rhetoric, it seems they cannot see beyond 
their nose. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


The threats directed against Jordan and the Palestinians by the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) can by no means reflect power 
or strength, but rather is an expression of real horror in the hearts 
of feeble people who betrayed their nation, said AJ Ra’i Arabic 
daily Tuesday. The paper said that the threats were met with 
ridicule on the part of the Arab masses in Jordan and Palestine, 
because they can frigihcn no one. Suspending aid to the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians did not cause any surprise to us 
because we are not part of the allied forces hostile to Iraq and 
the Arab Nation, and therefore we have no right to ask for the 
price of conspiring against our nation as some Arabs did, the 
paper noted. It said that the Palestinians and Jordanians used to 
get financial assistance from the GCC countries not because they 
betrayed . their nation, but because they deserved assistance for 
their steadfastness in the face of the Zionist enemy. The 
Palestinians and Jordanians used to get the assistance from the 
GCC countries in implementation of Arab summit resolutions, 
and it was a duty which the GCC did as long as they belonged to 
the Arab Nation, the paper added. However, it said, the decision 
to suspend aid to Jordan and the Palestinians is in the hands of the 
Arab masses in the Gulf, and not in (he hands of the those leaders 
who betrayed their country' and nation, and those who escaped 
punishment at the start of the crisis only to return under the 
protection of colonial forces. 

In the wake of the Gulf war, we are witnessing intensive 
American pressures being exercised on the Arabs in general and 
the Palestinians in particular, and a further biased attitude on the 
part of the U.S. administration towards Israel, said Sawt AI Shaab 
Arabic daily. What we notice at this moment is an exposition of 
the U.S. stand with further proof that the U.S. administration 
lacks credibility particularly in the light of its attempts to stall on 
the implementation of U.N. resolutions concerning the Arab- 
lsracli conflict, the paper noted. The Soviet Union under 
American pressure has showed retreat from the idea of interna- 
tional conference to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 
242 and 33S. and the U.S. administration is placing more and 1 
more pressure on the Palestinians to offer concessions to Israel 
before any negotiations can begin, the paper noted. It said that it 
is celar that the U.S. administration is striving to force the Arabs 
and the Palestinians to accept the long rejected Camp David 
accords and succumb to the wishes of Israel. It is true that the 
European Community and President Bush have both recognised 
Jordan's important role in the peace making process but. the 
paper said. Jordan’s role can only be directed in a manner to serve 
a just and durable peace in the region. The paper said that Jordan 
can by no means accept any settlement divorced from resolutions 
242 and 338 and the exchange of land for peace. 


THE DECISION of the Gulf Cooperation Council members to 
suspend financial aid to Jordan and PLO as announced last 
Saturday by the GCC Secretary General Abdulla Bishara has to 
be put in perspective, especially as the suspension was ascribed to 
the positions taken by Jordan and PLO during die Gulf crisis. 

On Monday Mr. Bishara denied a former derision was taken 
and said his remarks were “not accurately” reported. 

It is not a secret that some Gulf states looked always for a 
justification to quit their financial commitments towards other 
Arab countries because such aid has seemingly been a nuisance to 
them. Officially, such a policy has never been aired of course but, 
unofficially, it was a foregone fact. And irrespective of how 
different parties appraise this issue in terms of right or wrong, the 
Gulf crisis and the stance of certain Arab countries towards it has 
provided the GCC members with a golden opportunity to suspend 
aid, which they apparently could not afford to miss. 

Now the financial aid Gulf states provide to recipients like 
Jordan, the PLO and other Arab countries goes eventually to the 
Jordanians, Palestinians and other Arab peoples. When such aid 
is suspended, the Arab peoples not the leaders or the rulers will 
suffer. The suspension of aid is a punishment to the people and it 
is the height of in-intention to punish the people for a supposedly 
miscalculted foreign policy. 

Take the case of PLO. Mr. Yasser Arafat is the leader of this 


organisation at this particular time but he is not the PLO itself- 
A rafat is a person; the PLO is an institution. If Mr. Bush follows 
erroneous path in his foreign policy, it W21 be ridiculous for others 
to end up wanting to demolish the USA or the White House. This 
is exactly wbai the GCC member states want to do to Jordan mid 
the PLO. They dubiously fail to differentiate between a leader 
and his policies on the one hand and the institution or the country 
on foe other. 

One gets rightly fearful that such attitudes denote the domi- 
nance of a mentality of vengeance at even the highest levels of 
thinking. National policies and foreign relations cannot be run 
like that without provoking failures in the first place and inviting 
counter reprisals later. The Kuwaiti ambition of achieving a 
stable, safe and normal statehood will never mature without 
having normal and healthy relations with all Arab countries 
including Iraq. The mentality of reprisals and the philosophy of 
unforgiveness heralded by Mr. Bishara form a strategy based on 
shortsightedness because it looks back more than forth. 

And such a strategy ignores foe lessons of history as well. One 
such lesson indicates that foe wealth disparities in foe area were a 
marn reason behind the buildup and eruption of the Gulf crisb. 
The economic noose around the necks of whatever Arab 
countries will effectively contribute to the making of other crises 
whi ch will explode sometime in the future. Jordan’s role and 


noUdes it seems, are appreciated in the world much more than m 
Stain parts of the Arab World. Thus it will! ai '^>^ be to 
make up for the suspended aid of GCC countries. Most probably, 
this non- Arab aid will not be heavily mingled I with the jjanty tone 
.that over loaded the Arab aid espciaUy the Kuwam one. 

Financial aid to Jordan from GCC members starred at $778 
million in 1979 following Baghdad Arab summit conference : and 

dwindled to $429 million in 1984. It ® an ( ^® ed ,JJ? C 
million level thereafter until it sank to only $266 million in 1990. 

However, around 60 per cent of this aid came from Saudi 
Arabia, a country with a mature foreign policy which conceivably 
will not be a hostage to vengeance for a longtime. Kuwait s share 
did not exceed 21 per cent and at one time dived toaslow as $25 
milli on This is a figure without which Jordan can afford to live as 
Kuwait’s foreign policy will possibly be affected by vengeance for 
a long time. 

The government of Kuwait and Kuwaitis committed 1 soiree 
outstanding mistakes in the near past. They allowed their dispute 
with Iraq to reach the point of exploding into military action. 
Second, they refused foe Soviet overture which would have raved 
their presently blazing oil wells. Third, they mistreated Palesti- 
nians and other Arabs after the liberation of their country. Now 
fogy are making vengeance a cornerstone of their policy. Let us 
hope this will be the last of their fatal mistakes. 


The weak shall inherit nothing 


By Noam Chomsky 

ATRUISM about the new world 
order is that it is economically 
tripolar and militarily unipolar. 
Recent events help one to under- 
stand the interplay of these fac- 
tors. 

As the glorious “turkey shoot" 
began in the desert, foe New 
York Times published a fragment 
of a national security review from 
the early days of the Bush admi- 
nistration, dealing with “Third 
World threats." It reads: “In cases 
where the U.S. confronts much 
weaker enemies, our challenge 
will be not simply to defeat them, 
bat to defeat them decisively and 
rapidly.” Any other outcome 
would be “embarrassing" and 
might “undercut political sup- 
port.” 

“Much weaker enemies” pose 
only one threat to the U.S.: foe 
threat of independence, always 
intolerable. The U.S. will support 
the most murderous tyrant as long 
as be plays along, and will labour 
to overthrow Third World demo- 
crats if they depart from their 
service function. The 
documentary and historical re- 
cords are dear on this score. 

The leaked fragment makes no 
reference to peaceful means. As 
understood on all sides, in its 
confrontations with Third World 
threats the U.S. is “politically 
weak"; its demands are not likely 
to gain public support, so di- 
plomacy is a dangerous exercise. 
And a “much weaker” opponent 
must not merely be defeated but 
pulverised if the central lesson of 
World Order is to be learned: we 
are the masters, and you shine 
our shoes. 

There are other useful lessons. 
The domestic population must 
appreciate “the stark and vivid 
definition of principle... baked 
into (George Bush) during his 
years at Andover and Yale, that 
honour and duty compels you to 
punch the bully in the face.” 
These are the admiring words of 
the reporter who released the 
policy review, then quoting the 
hero himself: “By God, we’ve 
kicked the Vietnam syndrome 
once and for all." No longer, foe 
president exults, will we be troubled 
tty “the sickly inhibitions against 
the use of military force,” to 
borrow the terms of Reaganite 
int el lectual Norman Podhoretz. 

The ground had been well pre- 
pared for overcoming this grave 
malady, including dedicated 
efforts to ensure that the Vietnam 
war is properly understood — as 
a “noble cause,” not a violent 
assault against South Vietnam, 
then all of Indochina. Americans 
generally estimate Vietnamese 
deaths at about 100,000, a recent 
academic study reveals. Its au- 
thors ask what conclusions we 
would draw if the German public 
estimated Holocaust deaths at 
300,000, while declaring their 
righteousness. A question we 
might ponder. 

The principle that you punch 
the bully in foe face — when you 
are sure that he is securely bound 
and beaten to a pulp — is a 


natural one for advocates of the 
rule of force. Cheap victories may 
also mobilise a frightened domes- 
tic population, and may deflect 
attention from the domestic dis- 
asters of foe Reagan-Bush years, 
no small matter as the country 
continues its march towards a 
two-tiered society with striking 
Third World features. 

George Bush's career as a 
“public servant” also has its les- 
sons concerning the new world 
order. He is the one head of state 
who stands condemned by foe 
World Court for “the unlawful 
use of force.” He Hfsmiara with 
contempt the court's call for repa- 
rations for these particular crimes 
(others are for beyond reach), 
while he and his sycophants 
solemnly demand reparations 
from Iraq. 

Bush opened foe post-cold war 
era with the murderous invasion 
of Panama, imposing the rule of 
the 10 per cent white minority 
and guaranteeing U.S. control 
over foe canal and the bases that 
have been used to train foe gangs- 
ters who terrorise I-atin America. 
Since he became U.N. ambassa- 
dor in 1971, the U.S. is far in the 
lead in vetoing Security Council 
resolutions and blocking foe 
U.N. peace-keeping function, 
followed by Britain. Bush was 
called to head the CIA in 1975, 
just in time to support near- 
genocide in East Timor. He then 
lent his talents to the war against 
the church and other deviants 
committed to “the preferen ti al 
option for the poor” in Central 
America, now littered with tor- 
tured and mutilated bodies, 
perhaps devastated beyood re- 
covery. 

In the Middle East, Bush sup- 
ported Israel’s harsh occupations, 
its savage invasion of Lebanon 
and its refusal to honour Security 
Council Resolution 425 calling 
for its immediate withdrawal 
from Lebanon (March 1978, one 
of several). The plea was 
renewed by foe government of 
Lebanon in February, ignored as 
usual while the U.S. client terro- 
rises the occupied region and 
bombs at win, and the rest of 
Lebanon is taken over by Bush's 
new friend Hafez Al Assad, a 
done of Saddam Hussein. The 
Turkish “peacemakers” were 
also authorised to intensify their 
repression of Kurds, in partial 
payment for their services. 

Plainly, we have here a man 
who should be lauded for rare* 
principle as he leads us to a New 
World Order. 

The principles of the policy 
review were followed throughout 
the Gulf crisis. In July, Bush 
indicated that he had no objec- 
tions to Iraq's rectifying its bor- 
der disputes with Kuwait by 
force, or intimidating its neigh- 
bours to raise the price of oiL 
Misreading the signals, Saddam 
took all of Kuwait, thus demon- 
strating that he was not only a 
murderous gangster, which is fine 
by U.S.-U.K. standards, but an 
independent nationalist, which is 
quite improper. Standard policies 
were then invoked. 



The U.S. and U-K- moved at 
once to undermine sanctions and 
diplomacy, which had unusually 
high prospects of success: From 
late August. Iraqi settlement 
offers were released that State 
Department officials regarded as* 
'“serious” and “negotiable,”" irfJ 
duding complete withdrawal 
from Kuwait on terms that would 
have been pursued by anyone 
interested in peace. Efforts to 
avoid the ground war with frill 
Iraqi withdrawal, saving tens of 
thousands of lives, were con- 
temptuously brushed aside. Di- 
plomacy is ruled out, and since 
this Thud World country, with its 
peasant army, is plainly a “much 
weaker enemy” it has to be 
crashed, so that the right lessons 
are taught. 

The intellectual community 
swung into action, portraying Sad- 
dam as a new Hitler poised to 
take over the world. When Bush 
announced that there would be 
no negotiations, a hundred edito- 
rials lauded him for his extraor- 
dinary efforts at diplomacy. 
When he proclaimed that 
“aggressors cannot be re- 
warded,” instead of collapsing in 
ridicule responsible commenta- 
tors stood in awe of his high 
principles. 

Some agreed that foe U.S. and 
Britain had been “inconsistent” 
in the past (in feet, they had 
consistently pursued their own 
interests). But now, we were 
assured, all had changed; they 
had learned that the right way to 
respond to aggression is by foe 
quick resort to violence. We can 
therefore expect that foe RAF 
will be sent to bomb Damascus, 
Tel Aviv, Jakarta (after British 
Aerospace stops arming foe kil- 
lers), Washington and a host of 
others. 

Oddly, these new insights were 
not accompanied by praise for 
Saddam for attacking Israel, 
though his sordid arguments com- 
pare well enough with those of his 
fellow-criminal and long-time 
friend in Washington. 

In such ways, foe ground was 


prepared for foe merciless slaugh- 
ter that a leading Third World 
journal describes as “the most 
cowardly war over fought on this 
planet-” The corpses have quick- 
ly disappeared from view; joining 
mounds of othera that do not 
disturb the tranquility of the civil- 
ised. 

There also seems to be no 
concern over the glaringly ob- 
vious feet that no official reason 
was ever offered for going to war 

— no reason, that is, that could 
not be instantly refuted by a 
literate teenager. Again, tins is 
the hallmark of a totalitarian cul- 
ture, and a signpost to the new 
world order. 

No less revealing are the few 
extra-official efforts to justify the 
rejection of peaceful means. Thus 
we read that this case was diffe- 
rent, because of foe annexation; 
the U.S. reaction was undeiway 
before the annexation, and con- 
tinued unchanged after Iraqi 
proposals that would have .re- 
verted it, not to speak of foe 
U.S.-U.K. response to other 
cases of annexation, no less hor- 
rifying. Other arguments are 
equally weighty. 

In one of foe rare efforts to 
fece the crucial question, 
Timothy Garton Ash explains in 
the New York Review that, while 
sanctions were possible in dealing 
until South Africa or ‘ commun- 
ist East Europe, Saddam Hussein 
is different. That con dudes the 
argument. We now understand 
why it was proper to pursue 
“quiet diplomacy” while our 
South African friends caused 
more titan $60 billion in damage 
and 1.5 million deaths from 1980 
to 1988 in foe neigh homing states 

— putting aside South Africa and 
Namibia, and the preceding de- 
cade. They are basically decent 
folk, like us and foe communist 
tyrants. Why? One answer is sug- 
gested by Nelson Mandela, who 
condemns the hypocrisy and pre- 
judice of foe highly selective re- 
sponse to the crimes of foe 
"brown skinned" Iraqis. The 
same b true when the New York 


Times assures us that “the world” 
is united against Saddam Hus- 
sein, the most hated man in “the 
world'*... the world, that is, 
minus its darker faces. 

_ It is understandable that West- 
ern racism should surface with 
such ■ stunning clarity after the 
cold war. For 70 years it has been 
posable to disguise traditional 
practices behind the veil of “de- 
fence against the Soviets,” gener- 
ally a sham, now lost as a pretext. 
We return, then, to foe days 
when the New York press ex- 
plained that “we must go on 
slaughtering the natives in En- 
glish fashion, ami taking what 
muddy glory lies in foe wholesale 
killing till they have learned to 
respect our aims. The more diffi- 
cult task of getting them to re- 
■ sped our intentions will follow." 
In feet, they understand our in- 
tentions well enou gh. 

For the people of the Middle 
East, the new world order looks 
grim. The victor is tire violent 
state that has long rejected any 
serious diplomatic approach to 
regional disarmament and secur- 
ity problems, often virtually 
alone. The U.S.’s strategic con- 
ception has been that foe local 
managers of Golf oil riches 
should be protected by regional 
enforcers, preferably non-Arab, 
though bloody tyrants of foe 
Hafez Al Assad variety may be 
allowed to join foe dob, possibly 
even Egypt if it can be purchased. 
The U.S. will seek some agree- 
ment among these clients and 
might finally even consider an 
international conference, if it can 
be properly managed. As Kissin- 
ger insisted, Europe and Japan 
must be kept out of the diploma- 
cy, but the USSR might now be 
tolerated on the assumption that 
it will be obedient in its current 
straits, possibly Britain as well. 

As for the Palestinians, the 
U.S. can now move towards the 
solution outlined by James Baker 
wefl before the Gulf crisis: Jordan 
b the Palestinian state; foe occu- 
pied territories are to be ruled in 
accord with the basic guide lines 


of the Israeli government, with 
Palestinians permitted to collect 
taxes in Nablus; their political 
representatives will be chosen 
from them, with the PLO ex- 
cluded; and “free elections” wili 
be held under Israeli nnKtary 
control with foe Palestinian leadi 
ership in prison camps. Now ex- 
cuses will be devised for the old 
policies, which will be hailed as 
generous and forthcoming. 

Economic development for the 
Palestinians had always been bar- 
red, w hile their land and water 
were taken. They had been per- 
mitted to serve foe Israeli eco- 
nomy as virtual slave labour, but 
fob interlude b passing. The re- 
cent curfew administered a furth- 
er blow to the Palestinian e^jp- 
nomy. The victors can now pith; 
ceed with the policy articulated in 
February 1989 by Yitzhak Rabin 
of foe Labour Party, then defence 
secretary, when he informed 
Peace Now leaders of his satisfac- 
tion with the U.S.-PLO dialogue, 
me aningless discussions to divert 
-attention while Israel suppresses 
foe intifada by force. 

The Palestinians “will be 
"/.broken,” Rabin promised, reiter- 
' ating foe prediction of Israeli 
Arabists 40 years earlier tire 
h Palestinians will “be crushed,” 
•*^will die or "turn into human dust 
and the waste of society, and join 
the most impoverished classes in 
foe Arab countries.” Or they will 
leave, while Russian Jews, now 
barred from the U.S. by policies 
designed to deny them a free 
choice, flock to an expanded 
Israel, leaving the diplomatic 
issues moot, as foe Baker-Shar 
mir- Peres plan envisaged. 

The political leadership fe 
Washington and London hafe 
created economic and social 
catastrophes at home and have no 
idea how to deal with them, 
except to exploit their military 
power. Following the advice of 
the business press, they may try 
to turn their countries into 
mercenary states, serving as the 
global mafia, selling “protection? 
to foe rich, defending them 
against "Third World threats* 
and demanding proper payment 
for the service. Riches funnelled 
from the Gulf oil producers are to 
prop up the two failing econo- 
mies. German-led Europe, later 
Japan, will carry out foe taks of 
“Latin Americanising" most of 
foe domains of foe collapsing 
Soviet tyranny, with the former 
communist bureaucracy probably 
running foe branch offices of 
foreign corporations. The resrrf 
foe Third World will be control- 
led by the economic pressures if 
possible, by force if necessary.- 

These are some of the contours 
of the planned new world order 
that cornel into view as the be- 
guiling rhetoric b lifted away. 

Noam Chomsky is Professor of 
Modem Languages and Unguis-- 
tics at Massachusetts Institute ai 
Technology . His next book. De- 
terring Democracy . wffl be pob 
Ushed by Verso in June. 71? ■ 
article is reprinted from The j 
Guardian. ’■ 


By John Fullerton 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Lack of grass-roots, 
intelligence on conditions in- 
side Iraq made the task of 
winning the Gulf war more 
difficult than it need have 
been, according to some Mid- 
dle East sperialbts. 

“The allies had good sur- 
veillance from foe skies, but 
not on the ground in terms of 
foe Iraqi people and their in- 
tentions.” said Tahseen 
Bashir, a prominent Egyptian 
political commentator and for- 
mer presidential spokesman. 

The problem of understand- 
ing Iraq persisted after the war 


Gulf war allies lacked basic knowledge’ about Iraq j 


ended, with Washington con- 
fused about its aims as Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein faced 
revolts at home,-he said. 

“To formulate workable op- 
tions you need to know foe 
people of foe region, and have 
a grasp of their feelings.” 

At the strategic level, said a 
U.S. military analyst with 
years of experience in the Arab 
World, the allies failed to pick 
up some vital information be- 
fore and during the war. 

"We should have known the 
Iraqis had no chemical war- 
heads for their Scud missiles. 
We underestimated the num- 
ber of Scud launchers, and 


overestimated the number of 
troops Iraq had in Kuwait and 
southern . Iraq,” he said. 

“We also exaggerated foe 
Iraqb’ will to fighL” 

The analyst, who asked not 
to be named, said foe fault lay 
with Washington's emphasb 
on technical rather than human 
intelligence-gathering. 

NEWTS ANALYSIS 

Reviving a debate among - 
the intelligence community 
dating back to the late 1970s, 
when PresidenbJimmy Carter 
‘slashed the manpower of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 


he said: 

“The lesson b that the Un- 
ited States has to spend rime 
and money to understand the 
people and their leaders’ inten- 
tions long before a crisis 
erupts, and not simply rely on 
satellites and aircraft to spy on 
military capabilities when trou- 
ble erupts.'* 

Shireeu Hunter, a Washing- 
ton-based specialist on the 
Middle East, thought the prob- 
lem was not so much lack of 
resources but more a matter of 
how available intelligence was 
used or ignored. 

All too often, she said, 
Washington and its European 


allies used intelligence to fit a 
prevailing mindset, discarding 
information that did not sup- 
port a particular attitude or 
preference. 

Looking back to foe first 
Gulf war. between Iraq and 
Iran, she said: “Iran’s capabil- 
ity was grossly exaggerated ... 
politicians tend to believe what 
they want to believe." 

Referring to Iraqi President 
baddam Hussein and the late 
Iranian spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, she 
said: 

“Basically, it was fashion- 
able then to see Saddam as the 
victim and Khomeini as the 


aggressor.” 

As a result the UnitedSats 
and European countries 
helped arm Iraq and provide 3 
with advanced military tec ^ 
nology. 

Now, Hunter said, there v/ss 
exaggerated concern that Iran 
would try to exploit dissest 
among Iraqi Shi'ite Muslims to 
take over the southern part at 
Iraq. 

"But there are certain fy&g 
°f geography, population 
history that you cannot bend, 
she said. “It’s more a matter*" 
common sense than secret 
teliigence.” 
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Kuwait 

(Contnnied from page 1) 

ted these demands the minim um 
Kuwaitis could ask and hope for. 

Gen. Badr blamed ministers of 
die former government, five of 
diem S abahs , for his country’s 
swift defeat by Iraq and said they 
should not be in a new cabinet 
expected to be named this week. 

“The government virtually in- 
vited the enemy to invade 
Kuwait,” he said. ‘The threat 
was very, very dear...*' 

But until the last minute, he 
said, the 20,000-man army was 
not folly mobilised, its equipment 
was not combat-ready and its 
troops were short of ammunition. 

Tbe Sabah-dominated govern- 
ment, formed two months before 
the Aug. 2 invasion, resigned two 
weeks ago in the face of growing 
popular discontent with its inabil- 
ity to restore basic services after 
the end of the war. 

The prime minister, Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad AJ Abdullah 
Al Sabah — the emir’s cousin — 
was asked to form a new govern- 
ment. 

One opposition group, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, dominated 
by conservative Sunni Muslims, 
refused an offer by Sheikh Saad 
to join the new cabinet unless an 
election date was set beforehand. 

Another group, the Aug. 2 
movement — including more 
radical Shiite Muslims and many 
soldier who joined the resistance 
— has said it will not disarm untO 
a date is set. 

Kuwait radio on Tuesday 
quoted Sheikh Saad assaying the 
emir had not yet set a date for 
elections but the new cabinet 
would be announced this week. 

Officials and diplomats had ex- 
pected the announcement last 
week but opposition leaders say it 
was delayed due to their refusal 
to join. 

A "Western diploma; said sever- 
al Western governments were up- 
grading their efforts to persuade 
the emir to meet at least some of 
the opposition demands from 
“gentle advice to gentle press- 
ure.” 

Political activists say meetings 
with the crown prince — who, 
like the emir, lived in exile during 
die occupation — bad achieved 
little. They accuse him of failing 
to understand social changes trig- 
gered by the invasion. 

“Like last year, he is still 
speaking about regulations and 
measures to control parlia- 
ment...’' one said. “This is un- 
acceptable now.” 

The emir dissolved parliament 
in 1986, citing a foreign conspira- 
cy against Kuwait. 

After stormy pro-democracy 
rallies last year be called an elec- 
tion in June to choose SO mem- 
bers of a 75-member national 
council. Tbe other 25 members 
were appointed by the emir. 

The pro-democracy movement 
boycotted the election and called 
the new council unconstitutional 
and toothless. 

The council has not met since 
Kuwait was liberated. 

In a dose of pressure from 
abroad, U.S. President George 
Bush sent a letter to Kuwait's 
ruler, urging greater pluralism in 
the emirate, diplomats and 
Kuwaiti government officials 
said. 

Six main opposition groups 
banded together Monday to issue 
the call for more freedom in 
Kuwait. Leaders of pan-Arabist, 
leftist, Sunni Muslim, Shiite Mus- 
lim, independent and Western- 
leaning moderate groups signed 
the nine-page manifesto, “a fu- 
ture outlook on the construction 
of Kuwait.” 

In his letter delivered Sunday, 
President Bush urged Sheikh 1 Ja- 
ber to democratise Kuwait, 
according to Western diplomats 
and Kuwaiti officials famil iar with 
tbe contents. They said the letter 
called in general terms for elec- 
tions and more pluralism in 
Kuwait. 

Mohammad Al Alradi, the 
chief of protocol for the emir, 
confirmed Kuwait’s ruler re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Bush 
Sunday. Asked if it concerned 
political changes, he said: “All of 
Pres dent Bush's letter: are about 

democracy.” 

Meanwhile, several ex- 
ministers, the ex-speaker of par- 
liament. lawyers, judges and 
wealthy businessmen penned 
their names to the democracy 
manifesto in a signing ceremony 
that lasted until early Monday 
morning. ■ 

“It is a historic manifesto bef- 
cause so many different groups 
are participating." said Abdullah 
Al Nebari, a former member of 
parliament and pan-Arab 
nationalist who leads the Kuwait 
Democratic Forum, an umbrella 
group for the secular side of the 
opposition. 

‘This is the first time we have 
afi to be united under me tent,” 
said Sheikh Jasem Al Mohalhel, 
leader of the Islamic Constitu- 
tionalist Movement, the main 
fundamentalist organisation, and " 
Mr. Nebari ‘s ideological foe. 

Kuwait said Monday it was 
issuing permits to allow hundreds 
of thousands of its citizens who 
fled during the. occupation to 
return. 


U.S. expects to meet rebel Kurds 
this week, says no shift in policy 


But it said the Kuwaitis would 
not be able to come back im- 
mediately and did not set a date 
for their ictarn. 

“It is our pleasure to announce 
to citizens that we have started 
issuing return permits to our be- 
loved homeland, and that the 
programme for issuing entry per- 
mits started on March 30,” the 
Interior Ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

About 400,000 of Kuwait's 
700,-000 citizens lived in exile in 
neighbouring Arab states and 
Europe following tbe Iraqi inva- 
sion. 

Tbe government has prevented 
most of them from coining back, 
saying die wrecked pubHc ser- 
vices could not cope with a large 
influx. 

Electricity, telephone, water 
and food supplies are gradually 
being restored in the emirate. 

The ministry announcement set 
a schedule for Kuwaiti exiles to 
obtain return permits in Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia. 

However, it said die permit did ‘ 
not allow its holder to enter 
Kuwait immediately. “The hol- 
der has to wait until further in- 
structions are issued.” 

U.N. action 

(Continued from page I) 

The NSC said in a statement 
that it wanted Turkey to request 
an emergency meeting of the 
Security Council since 200,000 
refugees approaching the border 
were in grave danger. 

The NSC, which comprises top 
cabinet and military officials, 
advises the government ou key 
policy issues and its directives are 
generally needed. 

Discussions on the Iraqi rebel- 
lion would delay adoption of the 
council's Golf war ceasefire re- 
solution. The United States, keen 
to withdraw American troops 
from the region, is pressing for 
adoption of the resolution. 

In Washington, a State Depart- 
ment official said on condition of 
anonymity that the United States 
would press for an immediate 
vote on the resolution after Tues- 
day morning's private council 
consultations. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir 
Al An ban Monday complained 
that “the resolution doesn't call 
for a permanent cessation of hos- 
tilities, simply a ceasefire... to us, 
a ceasefire is very dangerous in 
tbe sense it implies the existence 
of a state of war or hostilities, but 
for tbe -time, being tbe parties 
have ceased firing.” 

His country finds tbe resolution 
humiliating and believes it will 
punish innocent Iraqis for genera- 
tions to come, the envoy said. 

“I wonder whether the Amer- 
ican people, the American press 
... will tolerate this,” Mr. Anbari 
said. “You can’t force a country 
to do something which its govern- 
ment doesn't want to. There are 
limits to tbe coercion which one 
country can exercise over 
another." 

The resolution demands des- 
truction under U.N. supervision 
of Iraq's chemical and biological 
weapons, nuclear weapons -grade 
materials and most missiles. The 
United Nations would demarcate 
and patrol the Iraq-Kuwait bor- 
der. 

Some non-aligned nations ob- 
ject. arguing this gives the United 
Nations power to infringe upon 
what are properly domestic 
affairs. 

Non-aligned nations met Mon- 
day to devise a collective re- 
sponse — possibly an alternative 
resolution or amendments to wa- 
ter down the proposed resolu- 
tion. Cuba alone suggested more 


than 30 possible amendments 
including lifting the U.N.- 
imposed economic embargo of 
Iraq and declaring an end to 
hostilities. Yemen and India re- 
portedly have their own sugges- 
tions. 

The United Stales, Britain. 
China, F rance and the Soviet 
Union — the council's permanent 
members - — met earlier to put 
finishing touches ou the proposed 
document. - ■ 

They agree generally about its 
major points, but China has not 
disclosed bow it will vote and an 
abstention was considered likely. 

Rebellion 

(Continued from page 1) 

at the bands of the allies in the 
Gulf war, launching a devastating 
counterattack on Wednesday 
night aimed at crushing the 
Kurds. 

“The army still seems quite 
strong. We saw some very accu- 
rate and very heavy tank fire,” 
she said, adding: “The Kurdish 
guerrillas are not used to full 
battle against a conventional 
army.” 

A spokesman for another ma- 
jor group in the Kurdish from, 
the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), said he had do informa- 
tion on the “recapture” of Kir- 
kuk. 

But he reported fighting eight 
kilometres east of tbe city on tbe 
road to Sulaimaniya, a Kurdish 
city believed to be still in rebel 
bands, and at tbe nearby village 
of Kara-Haujir. 

Kirkuk produced one third of 
Iraq’s oil before the Gulf crisis 
and controls a key oil pipeline. 

On Tuesday, the national Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA quoted 
refugees crossing into Iran as 
saying rebels were still battling 
units of the army in pans of 
southern Iraq. 

The refugees said rebels had 
killed a number of commanders 
in attacking a base of the Repub- 
lican Guard in the city of Basra. 

Tehran has delivered a strong 
protest to Baghdad over what it 
said was an incursion into Iranian 
territory by anti-Tehran rebels 
based in Iraq, IRNA reported 
Tuesday. 

IRNA said the Iraqi charge d'af- 
faires in Tehran was summoned to 
the Foreign Ministry where Hus- 
sein Sheikholeslam. deputy foreign 
minister for Afro- Arab affairs, de- 
manded an explanation for tbe 
attack by a brigade of “forces inside 
Iraq.” ... ... .. 

IRNA said on Monday that 
Revolutionary Guards, based 
north of the border town of Qasr- 
e-Shirin had repelled an attack by 
Iranian opposition forces of the 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. killing 
many of them and capturing 
several others. 

The Mujahedeen has accused 
Iran of sending heavily armed 
Revolutionary Guards into Iraq 
to attack its bases under cover of 
the Iraqi rebellion. 

The Iranian rebels said they 
had repulsed an attack by Re- 
volutionary Guards at their base 
near the Iraqi city of Jalula Mon- 
day. 

The Mujahedeen said after the 
dash the area was “littered with 
the hundreds of bodies” of the 
guardsmen. 

The Mujahedeen said its guer- 
rillas had killed 300 Revolution- 
ary Guards in dashes on border. 

The statement said Iran was 
rushing reinforcements to the re- 
gion following setbacks at the 
hands of the Mnjahedeen. 

It said several commanders of 
the guards had died in the dashes 
and named some of them. 

An Istanbul daily reported 


Tuesday that Turkish troops cros- 
sed into northern Iraq and attack- 
ed camps used by Kurdish guer- 
rillas who operate in Turkey. 

Commenting on the report by 
Sabah, Turkish Premier Yfldirun 
Akbnlut said, “there hasn't been 
any such thing.” 

Official sources, who did not 
want to be identified, told the 
Associated Press that there was 
an operation in progress against 
the guerrillas in Turkey near the 
border with Iraq and that “small 
scale incursions cannot be totally 
ruled OttL" 

Sabah reported that elite Tur- 
kish mountain troops crossed into 
northern Iraq from five points 
Sunday night, attacked the camps 
used by Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), an illegal group, and kil- 
led at least 60 guerrillas. 

The PKK has been waging a 
guerrilla war in southeastern Tur- 
key for nearly seven years. 

The paper said 60 rebels were 
ldOed in the Gurvil camp, across 
from the Turkish border township 
of Uludere alone, and that an 
unknown number of casualties 
occurred at two other camps, Sinai 
1 and 2. 

It said tbe troops also destroyed 
heavy equipment seized by the Ira- 
qi Kurds from Baghdad troops last 
month at the initial stages of their 
rebellion and later turned over to 
tbe PKK guerrillas. 

Gen. Waller, interviewed from 
Fort Lewis, Washington, was asked 
in a television interview about tbe 
views of some U.S. soldiers in the 
Gulf who have asked why they 
cannot fight with the rebels. 

“That's an internal Iraqi prob- 
lem,” Gen. Waller said. 

“I don't think the soldiers in 
many cases undersuuid that we 
have accomplished the mission that 
the president of the United States 
and the national command author- 
ity established for us." he said. 

Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 
towns. 

Palestinians said the measures 
were more likely to increase vio- 
lence than stem it. 

“People's frustration is rising... 
it is certainly encouraging ex- 
tremists,” a supporter of the 
underground Palestine Commun- 
ist Party told Reuters. 

Police in Arab Jerusalem fired 
rubber bullets and reargas at 
Arab protesters in tbe Shuafat 
Palestinian refugee camp then 
clamped the area under curfew 
on Tuesday, police said. 

There were no reported casual- 
ties and it. was not immediately 
dear if the protest was connected 
to the new Israeli measures.. 

Prime Minister Shamir said 
meanwhile that Israel was ready 
to consider steps towards reduc- 
ing arms in the Middle East if 
Arab states end their state of war 
with the Jewish state. 

“Israel would want... to bring 
about long-range steps like reduc- 
ing conventional and non- 
conventional weapons in. our re- 
gion," Mr. Shamir said.* 

The prime minister said arms 
reduction would only be possible 
“if the Arabs would agree, for 
example, to end the state of war 
between them and Israel.” 

Mr. Shamir made the remarks 
to visiting U.S. Senator Frank R. 
Lau ten berg, a Democrat from 
New Jersey. 

Israel is believed to be the only 
country in the Middle East to 
have a nuclear arsenal. 

Also Tuesday, two Palestinians 
were shot to death and their 
bodies dumped' near tbe West 
Bank village of Qabatiya. Re- 
ports said the men had been 
kidnapped by marked men after 
they were accused of collaborat- 
ing with Israel. 


WASHINGTON (R) -- The 
U.S. State Department said 
Monday it expected to have its 
first political meeting this week 
with representatives of Kurdish 
rebel groups fighting to over- 
throw the -government of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

A senior official said the meet- 
ings with Iraqi dissidents did not 
signal a shift in U.S. policy, which 
has been to stand a pan from the 
civil war that has raged in Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war. ■ 
But the meetings suggest the 
administration of President 
George Bush felt a need to re- 
spond to criticism, mostly from 
the media and scholars, of its 
refusal to help the Kurds and 
others in their losing fight. • 
“We received several meeting 


requests from Iraqi opposition 
figures. We're evaluating those 
requests." States Deparanem de- 
puty spokesman Richard 
Boucher told reporters. 

“We anticipate that some 
meetings probably will take place 
this week and probably wtth offi- 
cials of the Near East bureau" of 
the State Department in 
Washington, he said. 

Department officials have met 
Kurdish groups to discuss their 
problems within the context of 
minority group human rights 
problems in Iraq. The meetings 
took place when the groups were 
pressing for a separate Kurdish 
state and were not active m Iraq, 
one l\5. official said. 

Mr. Boucher declined to iden- 
tify Kurdish groups taking pan in 


the meetings this week until de- 
tails were worked out. 

Some requests came from Kur- 
dish-Amcricans but none from 
senior Kurdish leaders, like 
Masoud Barazani, a U.S. official 
said. 

Asked if the talks would go 
beyond human rights, Mr. 
Boucher said: “I’m sure we'll 
discuss a fairly broad range of 
things with them.” 

Before signalling last week that 
it would consider talks with dissi- 
dents. including Shiite Muslims as 
well as Kurds, the State Depart- 
ment had received few or no 
requests, he said. 

After being praised for a milit- 
ary campaign that forced Iraq 
from Kuwait, Mr. Bush is now 


faulted for urging Iraqis to over- 
throw President Saddam but re- 
fusing to help them overcome 
government forces. 

Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell, a Washington Demo- 
crat. said Sunday the United 
States should shoot down Iraqi 
helicopters attacking rebel* but 
otherwise backed Mr Bush’s 
policy of staying out of the civil 
war.’ 

Kurdish rebel leader Barazani. 
his forces falling back in the face 
of the Iraqi army's advance, 
appealed to the United States. 
France and Britain to act through 
the United Nations to help his 
people. 

Mr. Boucher was unaware 
of a formal plea for help. 
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Maradona suspended after 
doping scandal, flies home 


MILAN iR) — Soccer star Diego 
Maradona, who flew to his native 
Argentina from Italy early Tues- 
day. has been suspended “from 
every sporting activity" by the 
Italian League after failing a dope 
lest. 

A league spokeswoman said a 
holding suspension had been im- 
posed at a meeting of The league's 
disciplinary board Tuesday. 

The board was due to meet 
again Saturday to discuss the 
Maradona case at length and 
determine the exact sentence. 

Maradona returned a positive 
dope test which contained traces 
of cocaine after a league match 
on March 17. 

A league statement said the 
ban on Maradona was a “pre- 
cautionary" one. 

Tuesday’s meeting had been 
scheduled before Maradona left 
Italy and was designed to stop 
him playing for Napoli in 
Wednesday’s Italian Cup semifin- 
al second leg with Sampdoria. 

Maradona faces a suspension 
of up to two years when the 
disciplinary board meets Satur- 
day. 

Once the demi-god of Italian 
soccer, the 30- year-old Napoli 
captain slipped out of Italy in the 
middle of the nighr. blaming his 
fall from grace on an “obscure 
plan" against him. 

With little advance warning, he 
drove from Naples to Rome in his 
black Ferrari and left for Buenos 
Aires on an Alitalia flight at 2 
a.m. (midnight GMT) Tuesday. 

The Argentine refused to talk 


to the few reporters on hand but 
his manager. Marcos Franchi, de- 
nied the player was fleeing Italian 
sporting justice. 

“This is nor an escape. As far 
as the sporting sentence is con- 
cerned we are confident and this 
is why in Italy we need only our 
lawyers now.” Franchi said at the 
airport. 

Italian newspapers disagreed. 
“Maradona escapes.” headlined 
the leading Gazzette Dello Sport. 

Before his departure Marado- 
na, a showman to the end. left a 
message written almost in the 
style of a last testament. 

“As I am about to leave Italy. I 
feel the need to address those 
who have followed my activities 
with affection and fondness." it 
began. 

In the note, given to the Italian 
News Agency ANSA, Maradona 
suggested he was the victim of an 
“obscure plan" and that he had 
never betrayed” correct sporting 
principles." 

Maradona's doping scandal is 
the latest chapter in a disastrous 
season for the temperamental 
genius who was seen as a saint by 
many Neapolitans after he led the 
poor city's team to two Italian 
League championships and a 
UEFA Cup victory. 

He is also involved in an inves- 
tigation into possible links with a 
drugs and prostitution ring and 
Napoli are suing him for damag- 
ing the club's image. 

In his note, Maradona said he 
wanted to go home “to rediscover 
the necessary tranquillity in a 


more serene atmosphere and far 
from the centre of so many ten- 
sions.” 

He added: “I am profoundly 
shaken by recent events which 
have often brought me to the 
limelight (but) not the light of 
sport, which I have always loved 
and will continue to love for my 
whole life. 

“If I am leaving now. it is 
because in the agitation of this 
period, I cannot manage to 
understand the reasons why all 
this is happening so suddenly, 
almost as if it were part of an 
obscure plan,” Maradona said. 

“As a sportsman I want to 
reaffirm that I never betrayed the 
principles which inspire loyal and 
correct sporting activity, in which 
I have invested my energies and 
my passion.” 

Maradona said he wanted a 
“pause for reflection” among his 
own people but would make him-, 
self available to Italian author- 
ities whenever necessary. 

“Certain that every cloud will 
be cleared up, I ardently and 
sincerely desire to return to soc- 
cer with my image, of which, in 
vain, there has been an attempt 
to alter,” he said. 

Most commentators doubted 
Maradona would ever return. 

Italian television called his sud- 
den departure “the end of a soap 
opera.” 

“With Maradona’s departure 
the career, at least in Italy, of the 
greatest soccer player of all time, 
comes to an end,” one television 
commentator said. 



Liverpool loses 1-0 to Southampton 


LONDON (R) — English soccer 
champions Liverpool slumped to 
their second defeat in three days 
Monday, missing the chance to go 
of the league when they lost 
1-0 at struggling Southampton. 

Arsenal remain two points 
ahead of Liverpool and have a 
;smc ir. . They could extend 
their te;*. -:cn they entertain 
.Aston ViiL -Vednesday. 

Southampton's winner was 
scored by Matthew Le Tissier 
after just four minutes. 

The gifted but erratic Le Tis- 
sier let fly from 20 metres, his 
shot taking a deflection off defen- 
der Gaiy Gillespie’s outstretched 
foot to leave goalkeeper Mike 
Hooper with no chance. 

Earlier, Irish striker Niall 
Quinn blasted a hat-trick as Man- 
chester City beat third-placed 
Crystal Palace 3-1 to dent the 
London club's hopes of qualifying 
for next season’s UEFA Cup. 

Liverpool, who went down 3-1 
at home to Queen's Park Rangers 
Saturday, stay five points clear of 
Palace with a game in hand. 

After Le Tissier's goal Liver- 
pool immediately launched a fu- 
rious onslaught and Welsh striker 
Ian Rush had a goal disallowed 


for hand ball. 

Winger Rod Wallace missed a 
great chance to put Southampton 
2-0 up as his pace took him 
beyond the Liverpool defence. 

Rush's shot was cleared off the 
line at the other end after Peter 
Beardsley had fashioned the 
chance with a dazzling run on the 
stroke of halftime. 

Liverpool defender Gary 
Ablett screwed the ball wide 
when dean through early in the 
second half as both sides con- 
tinued to make and miss chances 
with regularity in an exciting 
match. 

HoopeT produced a string of 
excellent saves- to keep Liverpool 
in the game with Southampton 
repeatedly hitting the champions 
with speedy breaks from defence. 

Liverpool mounted a desperate 
Iate'lTufry but Southampton clung 
on to a win which eases their 
lingering relegation fears. 

Bottom club Derby County 
looked as if they might snatch 
their first league win for four 
months at Queen's Park Rangers. 

Derby went ahead through a 
14th-minute goal from experi- 
enced striker Mick Harford. 

But Roy Wegerle dashed their- 


Swiss eager to repeat 
1967 thrashing of Romania 


NEUCHATEL. Switzerland (R) 
— Switzerland, flushed with suc- 
cess after three recent wins, will 
be hoping to repeat a little piece 
of soccer history when they host 
Romania in a European Cham- 
pionship qualifier Wednesday. 

The last time they met in a 
European qualifying tie. in 
Zurich in 1967, the Swiss 
thrashed the visitors 7-1. 

That was a long time ago and a 
similar result now would be near- 
impossible. but Swiss coach Uli 
Stielike is in buoyant mood after 
recent victories in friendlies with 


the United States, Colombia and 
Liechtenstein. 

Stielike. a former German 
World Cup player, said he was 
not particularly impressed when 
he saw the Romanians struggle to 
beat international newcomers 
San Marino 3-1 away last week. 

“Strikers Marius Lacarus and 
Florin Radudoiu were largely in- 
effective and winger Michael 
Klein made little use of the space 
he was allowed," Stielike said. 

“They seemed to lack the 
motivation and zest they showed 
in the World Cup.” 


hopes with a 78th-minute penalty 
after England defender Mark 
Wright was ruled to have tripped 
Andy Sinton. 

Rangers, unbeaten now in nine 
league games, were also cheered 
by the return on England’s Paul 
Parker, who came on as. a substi- 
tute after missing several months 
with a knee injury. 

The draw leaves Derby in deep 
trouble, 12 points adrift of third- 
from-bottom Luton although 
Derby have three games in hand. 

Luton drew 0-0 at home to 
Tottenham- with Luton captain 
John Dreyer crashing a penalty 
against the underside of the bar 
six minutes before halftime. 

Hie home .side also had defen- 
der Marvin Johnson sent off. ' 

Form team Sheffield United 
lost for the first time in 10 league 
matches. They went down 2-0 to 
Nottingham Forest. 

Oldham remain on top of the 
second division after a 2-1 win at 
Plymouth while West Ham stay 
level with them cm points thanks 
to a pulsating 3-2 win over Barn- 
sley. 

The Hammers, 2-0 down at 
halftime, scored twice in the l3St* 
six minutes to grab victory. 

League Cup finalists Sheffield 
Wednesday slipped up 2-0 at 
home to Oxford United. 

But Wednesday remain third 
and still look favourites to gain 
automatic promotion along with 
Oldham and West Ham. 


Diego Maradona 

“He was the most paid and the 
most loved and in his craving 
managed to make himself the 
most unpleasant and the most 
hated,” the commentator said. 

“But nothing can be forgiven 
of a champion, precisely because 
he is a champion.” 


Hungary 
looking 
to trounce 
Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — Hungary need a 
resounding win over Cyprus 
Wednesday to keep alive their 
hopes of qualifying for next year's 
European Soccer Championship 
finals. 

And after trouncing Spain 4-2 
in a friendly away match last 
week, they look ready to deliver. 

The Hungarians, with four 
points from three matches, are 
alongside Italy at the top of 
Group 3, with the Italians en- 
joying a slight advantage on goal 
difference. ' 

The pair are a point clear of the 
Soviet Union in what is an ex- 
tremely tough group. 

Following their 1-1 home draw 
against Italy and Italy’s resound- 
ing 4-0 win over Cyprus in Limas- 
sol last December, the Hunga- 
rians know they need more than 
just these two points if they are to 
earn a place in the finals. 

Cyprus started off relatively 
well against Hungary, their first 
qualifying tie, losing the match a 
creditable 4-2. Since then the 
injuiy-stricken team have been 
unable to score a single goal. 

Panicos lacovou’s side will be 
strengthened by the return of 
talented midfielder George Sav- 
vides. 


Sanchez could be on his 
way out of Real Madrid 


By Reuters 

PROLIFIC Mexican striker 
Hugo Sanchez may have played 
his last game for ailing Spanish 
champion Real Madrid. 

Sanchez has an ankle injury 
which could rule him out until the 
end of the season and is reported 
to be planning to leave the club 
when his contract expires in June. 

The 32-year-old Sanchez, joint 
winner of the European Golden 
Boot Award after 38 Spanish 
League goals last season, is con- 
sidering offers from Italian, 
French and Swiss clubs. 

The Spanish press named 
Fiorentina and Torino, where 
former Real midfielder Rafael 
Martin Vazquez is playing his 
first season, as his top options. 

Sanchez has admitted Real’s 
terrible current form — knocked 
out of the European Cup and 
Spanish Cup and in seventh place 
in the first division — does not 
suit his ambitions. 

“I am a winner and I want to 
play in a winning dub,” the flam- 
boyant striker, who often cele- 
brates his goals with a some- 
rsault, recently told reporters. 

Real are said to be seeking a 
replacement already, with Red 
Star Belgrade’s Darko Pancev 
topping their wanted list. 

The Madrid side's 1-0 home 
defeat to mediocre Real Burgos 
Sunday not only pushed them 
further down the table bnt left 
them without international defen- 
der Manuel Sanctis, who fell and 
broke his collar bone just before 
halftime. 

Meanwhile Johan Cruyff has 
recovered from the double heart 
bypass surgery he underwent in 
February and was expected to 
return to his job coaching league 
leaders Barcelona Tuesday. 

European Soccer 

An unimpressive Barcelona 
managed to hold second-placed 
Atletico Madrid to a 1-1 home 
drew Saturday but the stylish 
performance by Atletico bad its 
cost — the loss of captain and 
striker Paulo Futre for the next 
six weeks. 

Portuguese international Futre 
injured knee ligaments after just 
20 minutes of the game. 

In France, Marseille striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin will miss his 
club’s second round French Cup 
match at second divirion Dijon 
Wednesday because of a thigh 
injury. 

But English winger Chris Wad- 
dle may return as the French 
champions play their last game 
before travelling to Moscow next 
week for their European Cup 
semifinal with Spartak. 

Waddle suffered mild concus- 
sion in the quarter-final with 
Milan two weeks ago. 

But he resumed normal train- 
ing at the weekend and club 
officials said he would play provid- 
ing a scan Tuesday reveals no 
problems. 

Veteran midfielder Jean Tiga- 
na, dropped from the squad last 
month after refusing to go on the 
substitutes’ bench, has been re- 
called. 

Dutch League leaders PSV 


Eindhoven suffered a shock 3-0 
defeat at FC Den Haag Monday, 
opening up a three-match race for 
the Dutch first division title. 

PSV. managed by former Eng- 
land team chief Bobby Robson, 
still lead the table with 37 points 
from 23 matches, but Groningen 
and Ajax Amsterdam both nar- 
rowed the gap with wins. 

Groningen are now just two 
points behind PSV while Ajax are 
five points adrift with two match- 
es in hand. 

PSV put up a poor show 
against mid-table Den Haag, con- 
ceding a goal after just 15 minutes 
when defender Michel Adam 
beaded a comer past Dutch inter- 
national goalkeeper Hans Van 
Breukelen. 

Den Haag worked bard to bold 
their lead and were rewarded 
when striker Leo Schellevis 
scored twice in the second half 
amid rigorous appeals for offside 
by PSV. 

Ajax fans were cheered more 
by PSV*s demise than by their 
own team's lacklustre perform- 
ance in a 1-0 home win over lowly 
MW Maastricht 

Leo Beenhakkers defending 
champions bad most of the play 
but seemed unable to translate 
their superiority into gods. 

Midfielder Ron Willems finally 
broke the deadlock 20 minutes 
after halftime, driving the ball 
home from dose range. 

PSV play host to Ajax next 
Sunday and will be looking to 
avenge a 3-1 defeat by the Am- 
sterdam side in October. 

Meanwhile Groningen kept up 
their suprise challenge to PSV 
and Ajax with a 2-1 away win 
over Willem n Saturday. 

Former Partizan Belgrade 
striker Milko Djurovski scored 
twice, curling a free kick around 
Tilburg's defensive wall and later 
beading home a rebound off the 
goalkeeper. 

In Belgium, former soccer in- 
ternational Walter Meeuws has 
been sacked as trainer of 
relegation-haunted Belgian first 
division St. Truiden just over a 
year after losing his job as nation- 
al team trainer. 

Belgian state television Mon- 
day quoted dub officials as saying 
Meeuws had been removed be- 
cause of the team’s poor results 
and the state of relations between 
. himself and the players. 

St. Truiden, who lost 2-0 to 
Molenbeek Saturday, are two 
from the bottom of the Belgian 
first diriribn, one point ahead of 
Kortrijk and'two ahead of Beers- 
chot. Two clubs will be relegated 
at the end of the season. 

Meeuws. one of Belgium's 
most-capped players, succeeded 
Guy Thys as national team chief 
in March 1989. However, after a 
series of mediocre results, he was 
replaced by Thys three months 
before the 1990 World Cup finals. 

Meeuws took over at St. 
Truiden at the start of this season 
but alienated dub officials who 
thought his ideas too grand for 
the task. 

Deputy trainer Jules Knaepen 
takes over temporarily at St. 
Truiden, the sixth Belgian first 
division dub to lose their trainer 
this season. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

a tannah hirsch 

1900 Mrcu Scnncn inc 

WORLD-CLASS PLAY 

Both Miserable. South deals. West lead 

NORTH What’s youi 

♦ A K 9 5 2 After the 

6 darers relie 

♦ A 8 7 Since that I 

♦ A 0 6 5 one. Howe* 

WEST EAST lional chain 

♦ Q 8 6 4 ♦ J 10 7 3 capitalized i 

■ 8 5 T J 74 Win the i 

: K O 3 2 J 5 dummy's ac 

♦ 10 8 3 ♦ K J 9 4 spades, dist 

SOUTH from hand, 

♦ Void Next draw 

A K Q 10 9 3 2 clubs from 

*0964 stage set. 

♦ 7 2 diamonds. 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

4 V 

Pass 

5 : 

Pass 

6 1 

Pas 

Piss 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of i 

By all accounts, the recently con- 
cluded World Championships, or- 
ganized by Jaime Ortiz-Paiino and 
held in Geneva, Switzerland, were a 
smashing success. To see whether 
you feel you should have been play- 
ing there, see how you would have 
fared on this hand from one of the 
premiere events. 

You arrive at six hearts after a 
well-crafted sequence. North’s bid 
over game asked about the quality 
of your suit for slam purposes. 
Since it could hardly have been bet- 
ter. your acceptance of the invita- 
tion was automatic. 


West leads the king of diamonds. 
What’s your line? 

After the diamond lead, most de- 
clarers relied on the dub finesse. 
Since that failed, they were down 
one. However, there was an addi- 
tional chance that some declarers 
capitalized on. 

Win the king of diamonds with 
dummy's ace. cash the ace-king of 
spades, discarding two diamonds 
from hand, and then ruff a spade. 
Next draw trumps, sluffing two 
clubs from the board. With the 
stage set. exit with the ten of 
diamonds. 

If West has both the queen and 
jack or diamonds, or the suit breaks 
3-3, you will have to fall back on the 
Club finesse/But see what happens if 
the cards arc as in the diagram. If 
West rises with the queen of dia- 
monds, dropping East's jack, the' 
table's eight of diamonds becomes a 
winner and you can discard your 
club loser on it, using the ace of 
clubs as an entry. 

Therefore, West must play low. 
and East is on lead with the jack. 
Since a dub return would be into 
dummy's major tenace, East has to 
exit with a spade. You ruff, and all’s 
well when that suit breaks 4-4, The 
long spade in dummy is set up for a 
club discard. 

If you found that line, call us. w = 
have a spot for you on our team! 


Andy Capp 


HE'S SCARED Tt> pBOJH THAT 
ANYBODY PASSING /VUGWT 
THINK HE’S WASHING 
THE DISHES 



jeff; were wdrwns in a 
H16IWUSS RESWUWNT HERE 
AND WE PONT LIKE TO LOSE 
* ‘•••STOMERS IF WE CAM 
™ HELP fTi 


SEE THAT GENTLEMAN 
WHO JUST TIED A r 
NAPKIN AROUND J 
\ MIS NE CK?V 


PARDON HE. SIR! L 1 
SHAVE OR 
HAIRCUT. SIR? 





FORECAST for WEDNESDAY APRIL 3, 1991 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

JUES: (March 21 to April 19) living is the way you cani we today 

'ou can be just as personal as you so that you get 

ke in thinking out what you want and free time for more vital mat- 

, flu- ahf-ari nnri iilSt how VOU ters to come. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
You can be just as personal as you 
Eke in thinking out what you want 
in the days ahead and just how you 
would like things to be of a mental 
nature. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Look into those secret desires that 
are yours and think oat the best 
and the easiest right manner in 
which you can make them an 
actual part of your life. 

GEMDO: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your interest in the right persona- 
lities about you is great and you 
can do little things that acquaint- 
ances like that can deepen contact. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Much activity where your 
career is concerned now can bring 
yon the good will of a highly placed 
person who likes you very much. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have in mind that does 
require a new slant and delving 
into sources of information diffe- 
rent thaw those usually utilize, ts 
very good. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September. 
22) Your ability to get things done 
of a highly specialised nature is the 
means by which you can best use 
this day to fofge ahead in ev- 
eryway. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Take the bull by the horns now 
and gp to that person with whom 
you have had some difference of 
opinion and talk ft out in a conrili- 
atory manner. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) The every day minute of 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is one of those 
very fascinating days when you can 
enjoy all kinds of pleasures that 
make you feel that you are haring 
a happy time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 

January 20) You find that you have 
lots to do to build op a new feeling 
of security and especially beneath 
your own roof wbere many items 
face you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary i9) Get oat in the world of 
activity and do the chores that 
your daily existence more 
agreeable and sho usual allies how 
much you value their association. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Add some touch and some 
colour to your property and your 
possessions so that you not only 
improve their appearance but also 
to their value. 

Today's chfld: If your child were 
born today she or he will have a 
mind of their own and w3I not be 
thwarted in getting his or her way. 
This quality works for and against 
this chart but it will be up to you to 
see that this trait is not allowed to 
get out ol band or this progeny will 
face considerable trouble in later 
years. 

"The stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Oh, boy, a new laundry product. I 
hope I don’t break out in a rash 
from all the excitement.” 



! THAT-SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these tour Jumbtes, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: “ XIITT TTT 1 

{Answers tomorrow] 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: DWLY OLDER SUBWAY WALRUS 

| Answer Among the many twngs that are superfluous Is 
this— "A WORD TO THE WISE" 




THE Daily Crossword 


.by Harvey L. Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Lawyer Perry 


10 Resorts 

14 Man with a 
mike 

15 Redact 

16 Confined 

17 -Brother, can 


20 Certain plane 

21 Dull one 

22 "Lohengrin’' 
composer 

24 Charm: var, 

26 Creator of 
Sherlock 

27 Tooth covering 
30 Wooden shoes 

32 Rational 

33 Choir voice 

34 Behave 
37 vouch for 
40 Separates or 

clings 

42 Dine 

43 Infatuation 

45 Mother of 
Castor 

46 US publisher 
48 Honcho 

50 Old weapon 
52 WY range 
54 Does grammar 
work 

56 Radames* love 

57 King: Sp. 

50 Ye — Shoppe 
61 ■*— in the 
Fountain" 

64 Duck 
66 Hideaway 

66 Treasure — 

67 States 

68 Admits 

69 Woodland 
deity 

DOWN 

1 Muddle 

2 Elec, units 

3 Beat ltl 

4 the 
ramparts^." 

5 Goad 


m 

aai 


aa 


CttSOTrKwM Meat Services, 
Rtjjhu nmu 


6 Darken 

7 Fatty 

8 Comic 
Conway 

9 Ragout 

10 Faucet 
n "A — Is a 

penny 
earned" 

12 Play backer 

13 Cubic meter 
18 Inland sea 

23 idolize 

24 Feds 

25 Cattle farm 

27 Being 

28 CA city 

29 . another 
dollar 

3l Land of La .44 
Paz: abbr. 

33 Reliance 47 

35 Yield 48 

36 Despot 49 

38 Frighten 

39 Hockey great 50 
41 Word of pity 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


raSnPJH UOUU 

BgQtlD HfclBD QQUU 

□□□□a aaao noaii 
□□□agaaa onaaaa 
_ QQQ □HUUEILIlj 
□UilLJUH 

nnM§r»™0 QQB HUQLJ 

□□□naaaaa auaoa 
nniaaaa 
QDhqohq quo 

JlnnlrPH □□3011000 

nnfiH MDH0 

BQtiH HBHB □□auu 


Material for 
candles 
Art objects 
Vein 

Makes Into 
law 

Leopard 

feature 


51 Small bract 
53 Layers 
55 Fr. efty 

57 Outbreak 

58 Deadly sin 

59 Belg. river 
62 "Hoe — " 

03 — pro nobis 
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Record drop in Japan 
foreign reserves show 
impact of Gulf aid 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s foreign 
reserves fen a record $8 billion in 
March, the government said 
Monday, suggesting that much of 
the nation's Gulf aid ^ been 
passed on to the United States 
and other nations. 

. In March, Japan had set aside 
1.17 triHIon yen (about S&5 bil- 
lion), towards the cost of the 
U.S.-led multinational forces in 
the Golf war against Iraq. 

“Ifs now in black and white. 
Japan has paid its Ones for (Op- 
eration) Desert Storm,” said Jes- 
per KoIL, chief economist at S.G. 
Warburg Securities (Japan) Inc. 

Japan's foreign ministry and 
U.S. officials bad previously con- 
firmed only that $5.7 billion in 
the way of Gulf aid had been 
transferred by Japan. 

Foreign exchange markets hart 
nervously awaited the transfer, 
fearing that the conversion of 
Japan’s Golf aid contribution 
from yen into dollars would send 
the U.S. currency sharply higher. 

After the record fall, Japan's 
external reserves stood at $69.89 
bflhon, a finance ministry official 
said. 

The previous record drop was 
$6.95 bflhon at the end of March 
1990, the official said. 


Economists said that although 
the Bank of Japan spent roughly 
$550 million to support the ailin g 
yen during the month, it probably 
made a srinflar amount in I nter c m 
on the securities in which its 
foreign currencies are invested. 

Hie remaining difference of 
about $8 billion is near the 58 _5 
UHion Japan was scheduled to 
donate xo the U.S.-led forces. 

Economists said the Japanese 
government probably transferred 
the aid package to the United 
Stares via a special account Japan 
maintains at the U.S. Federal 
Reserve Board. 

Such an exchange would be 
outside foreign exchange markets 
and would not affect the doflar/yen 
rate, they said. 

The plunge in reserves marked 
tiie first time since July 1987 that* 
external reserves have fallen be- 
low $70 bflfion. 

Economists, however, said 
Japan stiD had ample reserves. 
Central banks often like to have 
foreign reserves equal to about 
two quarters worth of net ex- 
ports. 

Economists said by that mea- 
sure, Japan’s foreign reserves 
were nearly double the minimum 
leveL 


U.S. writes off 
$250m Zambia debt 

LUSAKA (AP) — The United States Monday signed an agreement 
writing off $250 million owed to it by this impoverished southern 
African nation. 

U.S. Ambassador Gordon Streeb signed a pact that cancelled 
debts of S63 nrilHon immediately, officials said. 

This wiQ be followed by two subsequent debt review phases linked 
to the success of current Western-style economic reforms, said 
officials who asked not to be identified. 

Zambia is the fifteenth southern African country to receive this^ 
form of debt forgiveness on principal loans, arrears and interest. 

The U.S.-based World Bank approved market-oriented reforms 
in Zambia that became effective March 13. 

The United States government is giving $1.12 billion is debt relief 
to 15 African nations that have said they will meet various conditions 
on reform, including steps toward democratic role. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


’ Tuesday, /, ‘ -1 


1 > 

... • - 

Central Bank official rales -... 

w 

1 

“ ■ - 

Bo? Sea 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

‘‘486.7 

489.6 

US. dollar 

677.0 681 JO 

Dtach guilder 

3603 

3623 

Pound Sterling 

1202.0 1209-2 

Swwfish crown 

1IL8 

1123 


406.1 4083 

Italian fit* (for 100) 

54.6 

54.9 

Swiss franc 

475.1 478.0 




French franc 

119.8 120.5 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

1973 

1983 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading wo rid currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. . 

One Sterling 

1.7590/7600 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1571/76 

Canadian dollar 


1.6870/80 

Dcutschemarks 


1.8975/85 

Dutch guilders 


1.4388/95 

Swiss francs 


34.71/75 

Belgian francs 


5.7260/10 

French francs 


1258/1259 

Italian lire 


139.15/25 

Japanese yen 

. 

6.1000/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.5750/5800 

Norwegian crowns 


6.4770/20 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

357.80/35830 

U.S. dollars 


Israel to cut import 
duties over 5 years 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Monday 
approved a plan to cut import 
duties over five years and drop 
quotas, despite opposition by loc- 
al mam ifai^nw n: and trade un- 
ions, the finance ministr y said. 

The plan pacwl by a ministe- 
rial committee applies to imports 
from countries with vyhieh Israel 
has no tariff agreement. Israel 
has a free trade agreement with 
the United Stales and a special 
arrangement with the European 
Community. 

The plan, which takes effect 
;SepL 1_ does not include agri- 
cultural imports. Duties will be 
reduced from up to 75 per cent to 


eight per cent for raw materia l< 
and 12 per cent for finished 
goods, the treasury said. 

Customs on some goods, such 
as textiles and wood products, 
will be cut over seven years since 
the government believes these 
sectors are especially vulnerable 
to cheaper imports. 

Fearing a flood of goods from 
the Far East, Israeli industrialists 
attacked the plan, saying duties 
should be cut over a ‘longer 
period. Trade union leaders said 
the plan would exacerbate unem- 
ployment, already at almost 10 
per cent. 


PLO orders spending cuts 


TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — The 
PLO has ordered deep spending 
cuts to meet an expected sharp 
reduction in funding by Arab 
states bitter at Yasser Arafat’s 
support for Saddam Hussein, an 
adviser to the PLO chairman said 
Tuesday. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, who 
advises Arafat on political mat- 
ters, said he could not provide 
figures on the financial crisis. 

Media reports have said Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) funding this year will be 
reduced by 80 per cent, from $300 
million to $40 million. 

Other PLO officials said earlier 
this month that the PLO's budget 
had been cut by 35 per cent to 
cope with the serious drop in 


revenue. 

Abu Sharif confirmed that 
PLO officials have been ordered 
to lighten their belts. 

The PLO wiQ not cot educa- 
tional and social programmes in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip that play a major 
part in maintaining support for 
the organisation among Palesti- 
nians living there, he said. 

“We're reducing expenditure 
as a precaution,** Abu Sharif 
said. “We’re not dosing diploma- 
tic missions, but some people 
working in these missions will not 
have their contracts extended.” 

Abu Sharif said officials at 
PLO headquarters in this North 
African country have been told to 
cut spending, including travel, by 


20 to 30 per cent. 

The PLO's finances have been 
strained by a cut-off in aid by 
oil-rich Gulf states over Arafat’s 
support for Saddam. 

Before last August, these coun- 
tries, including Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

They provided up to $43 mil- 
lion a month, much of it used to 
bankroll the three-year-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Abu Sharif said that reports 
that the six Gulf states bad de- 
rided to suspend aid have not 
been officially confirmed. 

But these states have ordered 
large-scale deportations among 
the two million Palestinians who 
worked in the Gulf, cutting off 


another S8-S10 million a month in 
remittances. 

Among the financial losses the 
PLO faces are contributions of 
five to seven per cent of the 
salaries of the estimated 3A1JU0 
Palestinians living in Kuwait. 
Abu Sharif said. 

In addition, these Palestinians 
would no longer be able to send 
money to relatives living in Che 
occupied territories. 

"These were modest sums of 
S2Q0 to 5300 which made an 
enormous difference in the 
budgets of these families, espe- 
cially when you consider that 
during the Gulf crisis the Israeli 
authorities prevented Palesti- 
nians from working by imposing a 
curfew,*' he said. 


New Zealand slashes.the dole 
to coax unemployed back to work 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand’s conservative govern- 
ment cut the dole and sickness 
benefits by op to a quarter Mon- 
day, saying the unemployed must 
be coaxed back to work. 

The big welfare cuts have pro- 
voked widespread protests. Cri- 
tics say there are simply no jobs 
to go to. 

“We have a finance minister 
who believes that somehow ev- 
erything will come right if only 
the government and its functions 
wither and disappear,” said 
opposition Labour Party leader 
MDce Moore in a statement. 

But Soda! Welfare Minister 
Jenny Shipley said too many New 
Zealanders were earning so much 
on the dole that there was little 
incentive to look for work. 

“This, economy will destroy it- 
self unless we turn that incentive 
around.” she said m an interview. 
Referring to young, single people 
on the dole, she said: “They are 
the workforce of the future and 
we cannot afford them to be 
tempted to stay there indefinite- 
ly.” 

From April 1, dole for single 
people aged 20 to 24 fell by 24.7 
per cent to 108.17 New Zealand 
dollars ($63.80) a week. Pay- 


ments for the sick in the same 
group dropped by 20 per cent. 

To a visitor. New Zealand 
seems a prosperous country with 
few signs of poverty despite years 
of economic stagnation. But 
hardship is growing as the welfare 
state shrinks. 

"When I was asked the first 
time if I wanted a food parcel I 
can remember my nose going up 
in the air and thinking: T don't 
need food parcels,'” said Pearl 
Briggs, a single mother of four. 
“Then I thought: ’Come on kid, 
be honest with yourself.' I didn't 
have anything there to feed the 
children.” 

“Having to chose whether... to 
keep the power on or to feed the 
children — those sort of decisions 
are just inhumane.” she said. 

Apart from encouraging new 
attitudes to work, the cuts are 
also aimed at cutting the budget 
deficit, which is forecast to hit 1.7 
billion New Zealand dollars ($1 
billion) in 1990-91. 

The cuts will save the taxpayer 
245 million New Zealand dollars 
($145 million) this financial year 
and the government plants t o cut 
a further 13 billion dollars ($770 
million) in 1991-92 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO - Stocks dosed moderately higher, cautiously optimistic 
over tiie. yen’s.r recent strength against the dollar. The Nikkei 
Index rose 244.60 points, or 0.94 per cent, to 26,252.00. 

SYDNEY — * Investors bailed out of Adsteam in an otherwise 
quiet day’s trading, hdping to push the market lower. Adsteam 
reported a $13 billion consolidated loss before Easter. The AO 
Ordinaries Index ended 93 lower at 1434.8. 

HONG KONG — Shares ended sharply higher on a positive swing 
in sentiment on Hong Kong's relations with China. The Hang 
Seng index ended up 44.02 points at 3,789.99. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower but off their day's lows 
as selective bargain hunting in the afternoon helped recoup part 
of earlier Josses. The Straits Times Industrial Index closed at 
1,480.49, down 5.88 points. 

BOMBAY — Share prices shrugged off scattered profit-taking by 
stare-owned mutual funds to post gains for a second day. The 
stock exchange index rose 15.62 points to 1309.63. The National 
Index gained 5.97 to 603.99. 

FRANKFORT — German shares finished a lacklustre post- 
holiday session just off the day’s highs. The 30-share DAX index 
ended up 15.82 points at 1338.62. 

ZORICH — Shares dosed marginally firmer. The easier dollar 
dampened sentiment. The SPI index dosed 1.9 points higher at 
1,061. 

LONDON — Stocks dosed just below the day's high as 
institutional spending turned round opening losses. The FTSE 
index ended 31.8 points up at 2,488.3. 
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But many economists believe 
that cutting welfare spending will 
push New Zealand even deeper 
into recession. People on benefits 
will spend less, bankrupting more 
companies and pushing unem- 
ployment, now nine per cent of 
the workforce, higher. 

Leading church figures have 
attacked the cuts, while govern- 
ment member of parliament Gil- 
bert Myles says it is foolish to 
brand the unemployed work-shv. 

"You've had people educated 
that everyone on a benefit is a 
bludger (work-shy) or for anyone 
who has lost their job, there's 
work out there. There’s not... 
there’s no work, there's no jobs,” 
said Myles. 

Shipley said spending cuts had 
already brought lower interest 
rates, which the government be- 
lieves are essential for stimulating 
the economy. But jobs would not 
appear overnight. 

"It will take time for that to 
translate itself into new work 
opportunities. But this govern- 
ment is convinced that is the only 
way out of the serious fiscal and 
social position that we currently 
find ourselves in," she pointed 
out. 


Ozal sees 
tourism 
boom in ’91 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s tour- 
ism industry, stalled by the Gulf 
crisis, shows signs of a boom 
ahead, President Turgut Ozal was 
quoted as saying. 

“Turkey has emerged very 
strong from the Gulf crisis. We 
are receiving signals that this year 
will be very good for tourism.” 
the semi-official Anatolian News 
Agency quoted him as telling a 
meeting of Turkish and European 
tourist agencies. 

“Turkey’s name was repeated 
(in the world) thousands of times 
along with Egypt and Jordan 
during the Gulf crisis. The first 
positive effects of this will be seen 
in tourism,” be said. 

Officials said the Gulf crisis 
cost Turkey about $300 million in 
1990 tourism revenues expected 
after Aug. 2 when Iraq seized 
Kuwait. They said 1991 would 
have been a total loss if the Gulf 
war had been prolonged. 

Since the war ended, tourist 
interest in Turkey had picked up 
but the real boom should be 
expected in 1992, they added. 


Argentina makes 
currency convertible 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Inflation-ravaged Argentina ’ 
made its currency freely converti- 
ble with the dollar Monday in an 
effort to stabilise its economy and 
pull out of its woist-ever reces- 
sion. 

A law approved by congress 
last week forces the central bank 
to keep enough hard currency 
and gold in reserves to back the 
australs in circulation and to sell 
dollars on demand at 10,000 au- 
strals per dollar. 

The law aims at restoring pub- 
lic confidence in the austral, 
which inflation has hacked to a 
ten-thousandth of its original 
value since it was introduced in 
1985. 

Argentina suffers from infla- 
tion of over 100 per cent annually 
and has been in a recession for 
more than three years. 

“We are beginning a new stage 
in which all rules point at stabil- 
ity,’’ Economy Minister Domingo 
Cavallo told La Nacion, the lead- 
ing daily newspaper. 

He has pledged to post a $100 
million treasury surplus in April 
and to raise it to more than $300 
million a month this year .by 


catching tax dodgers and selling 
off state assets. 

To boost industrial production, 
last month Cavallo scrapped ex- 
port taxes on farm goods and 
lowered utility rates for indus- 
tries. 

At the same time, to ensure 
competition in Argentina’s highly 
concentrated markets, Cavallo 
cut import tariffs for manufac- 
tured goods and scrapped all non- 
tariff trade barriers. 

"Bank interest rates are drop- 
ping and will continue felling, 
credit will reappear and invest- 
ment will pick up. The outlook 
has changed ISO degrees since 
January,” said economist Rodol- 
fo Rossi, a former central bank 
president. 

Rossi expects inflation to drop 
below three per cent a month this 
year after soaring 27 per cent in 
February. 

Carmakers were among the 
first to react favourably to Caval- 
lo’s measures. Benefiiting from 
lower taxes, makers of Fiat, 
Peugeot and Renault cars last 
week agreed to slash prices 33 per 
cent and freeze job cots this year. 
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First taste of market 
economy angers Soviets 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
shops doubled and tripled prices 
on goods from meat to children’s 
clothes Tuesday, giving citizens a 
first alarming taste of hardship to 
come on the road to a market 
economy. 

In the Kremlin, Soviet leaders 
met labour chiefs in an effort to 
end a four-week strike now thre- 
atening to scuttle President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s vision of 
gradual reform. 

Shoppers on Moscow streets 
reacted with a mixture of resigna- 
tion and near-panic as they 
queued for goods in sparsely 
stocked state stores. 

Extra supplies expected to ease 
the blow of the increases failed to 
arrive and shelves remained as 
badly stocked as over the last few 
days of panic buying. 

Bread queues, for many a bit- 
ter symbol of the country’s grow- 
ing plight, formed in Moscow and 
the second city, Leningrad. 

“The queues are behind us,” 
headlined the liberal Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda newspaper in a 
mocking donble entendre. A 
wistful article in another major 
daily recalled price cuts under 
dictator Josef Stalin in 1952. 

“How can I manage on my 
pension?” said 70-year-old 
Muscovite Olga Agranova, her 
face twitching with emotion. 
“Even butter — if I can get it — is 
practically beyond me now.” 

Two grocery shops on one 
street were “closed- for, stock- 
taking” and a third offered only 
apple juice and dried fish. 

Prime Minister Valentin Pav- 
lov has told citizens the long- 
overdue price rises, which mil 
raise the general cost of living by 
over 60 per cent, were vital to 
imfWWi* industry from crippling 
subsidies and boost production. 
More hard tests were necessary to 
push the country towards a mar- 
ket economy. 

The measures free a total of 
about 30 per cent of goods, large- 
ly luxury wares, from any con- 
trols. Checks on prices of other 
goods are expected to be relaxed 
in coming months. 

"We've been living in a dream 
world for too long with these low 
{nices,” one young man com- 
mented outside a Moscow shop. 
“It’s time for change even if it 
proves painful.” 

Dairy products and eggs dou- 
bled in price. Top quality beef, 
rarely seen in state shops, rose 
250 per cent to seven roubles a 
kilogramme. In the peasant mar- 
kets, free of state controls, the 
same cuts were selling for 50 
roubles a kilogramme for those 
wealthy enough. 

In a country where the average 
monthly salary is 270 roubles, the 
rises will mean severe hardship 
for some, even with a monthly 
compensation of about 60 rou- 
bles. 

The rises may inflame the cam- 
paign of striking coal miners, now 
demanding up to 150 per cent pay 
increases. 

Miners met Pavlov in the 
Kremlin Tuesday. 

But strike committee officials, 
who have brought some 300,000 
miners out. suggested there was 
little pr o sp ect of a quick settle- 
ment of flic increasingly- bitter 
action. 

“We have decided if Gor- 
bachev and Pavlov refuse to talk 
about the political issues we will 
get up and leave the room.” 
Vladislav Ryazanov, of the Kuz- 


bass strike committee, said. 

His words, were echoed by a 
representative of workers in the 
Donbass field, second only to the 
Kuzbass in output. 

But a government spokesman 
said Pavlov would not discuss the 
miners' political demands, which 
include the resignation of Gor- 
bachev and transfer of control 
over the mines from central au- 
thorities to the Russian Republic. 

The strike in the Donbass, fur- 
nace of the Soviet Union’s indust- 
rial boom in the 1920s and 1930s, 
began with purely economic de- 
mands for wage increases of up to 
150 per cent. But after two 
weeks, the Donbass strikers 
joined Kuzbass workers in raising 
political demands. 

The weekly Commersant news- 
paper said about 200 of over 600 
mines were now hit by strikes. 

The dwindling supply of coal 
— reserves bad already been 
drained by falling production 
over the last year — is inflicting 
serious damage in industries re- 
liant on the feel. 

A document outlining the min- 
ers' position at talks with Pavlov 
and. later in the day Gorbachev, 
called for Gorbachev's resigna- 
tion and the formation of a coali- 
tion governent of national con- 
ciliation — a demand made by 
Russian Federation leader Boris 
Yeltsin since November. 

Yeltsin, fighting to wrest power 
from central authorities, emerged 
j : from a special parliamentary scs- 
..’ision Tuesday with his authorin' 
intact despite attempts by hardlne 
communists to challenge him. 
Parliament voted overwhelmingly 
to dismiss a proposal for a no- 
confidence vote. 

Miners* leaders said economic 
reforms were doomed to failure if 
there was do immediate political 
change. 

Oleg Rumyantsev, a leading 
radical reformer in the Russian 
parliament, said the miners' 
proposals were “the only chance 
for Gorbachev to prevent revolu- 
tionary chaos in the country." 

Under the new pricing system, 
butter rises to 8.80 roubles from 
3.50 roubles per kilogramme. 
Sugar rises to two roubles from 80 
roubles, boots to 150 roubles 
from 60 roubles, a refrigerator to 
430 roubles from 250 roubles and 
a Moskvich saloon car to 20,000 
from 12,100 roubles. 

Waiting lists for cars however 
arc around 10 yean. 

Children’s pushchairs double in 
price to at least 94 roubles and a 
girl's school uniform will be five 
times more expensive at 62 rou- 
bles. 

Meanwhile, Soviet citizens 
must pay the black-market rate to 
'take bard currency out of the 
country beginning Tuesday under 
new government regulations like- 
ly to slash foreign travel and 
make emigration more difficult. 

The regulations more than 
quadruple the number of roubles 
Soviets must pay to buy the small 
amount of foreign currency they 
may take abroad. 

Foreign travel already is diffi- 
cult for Soviets, despite loosened 
border restrictions. Plane tickets 
are scarce and there is a $200 
limit on currency exchange. The 
higher cost of obtaining feat cur- 
rency will put foreign travel 
beyond the reach of many. 

The new rate, valuing one U.S. 
dollar at 27.6 roubles is officially 
determined by a limited currency 
auction run by the state bank. 


tflqaba Sin*. 

Apartotel 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, Fax: 03/314339. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with telephone 
& central heating. Best residential area, Jabal Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. 


Telephone: 


777112 8 a.m. - 2 pjn. 
674028 after 4 p,m. 
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3 killed in Albanian 
post-election unrest 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDA Y, APRIL 3, Wt 


ALBANIA 


TIRANA (R) — Three people 
were shot dead and several 
wounded in northern Albania 
Tuesday during clashes between 
police and protesters contesting 
the ailing Communists' sweeping 
victory in Sunday's elections, the 
opposition Democratic Party 
said. 

It named one of the dead as 
local opposition party leader 
Arben Broxi and said two of the 
wounded, one a 14-year-old boy. 
were in critical condition. 

A senior Communist Party offi- 
cial in Tirana. Robert Koli, put 
the toll at two dead and 12 
injured and described tbe situa- 
tion as grave. 

Opposition officials said de- 
monstrators in the northern city 
of Shkoder, a Democrat stron- 
ghold, surrounded the ruling Par- 
ty of Labour headquarters Mon- 
day night, chanting “get out of 
town.” 

Students and workers returned 
to sit down in the main square in 
front of the building Tuesday 
morning, when shots were fired 
by security forces and apparently 
from inside the Communist head- 
quarters, the officials said. Tanks 
were also on tbe streets, they 
said. 

Koli confirmed firearms were 
used but said he did not know by 
whom. 


It was the first serious unrest in 
Albania since the Party of 
Labour, facing its first pluralist 
poll since Communists took pow- 
er in 1944. won about two thirds 
of the 250 People's Assembly 
seats in Sunday's parliamentary 
elections. 

The communists won heavily in 
the countryside in the mainly 
rural Balkan country while the 
four-month-old Democrats swept 
major cities and Tirana, where 
Communist President Ramiz Alia 
lost his parliamentary seat. 

Official results of the election, 
which both main parties say in- 
volved some irregularities by 
their rivals, were due later on 
Tuesday. 

International observers who 
monitored the vote said it was 
free and fair given tbe context of 
nearly 50 years of bardline one- 
party rule in Albania, for long 
Europe’s most repressive Stalinist 
state. 

In Tirana, police with riot gear 
at the ready moved back crowds 
gathering at the entrance to the 
capital's main diplomatic street in 
apparent fear that they could try 
to strom into embassies to seek 
passages to the West. 

About 300 youths gathered in 
view of police on tbe steps of the 
nearby Roman Catholic Cathed- 
ral and chanted ann-Communist 


slogans including “down Whelil 
Gjoni." 

Gjorri, an unpopular hardliner 
and former Tirana party leader, is 
the number two man in the party. 
Some Albanians say his position 
has been strengthened by Aiia’s 
election defeat. 

In the western town of Kavaje, 
about 40 kilometres from Tirana, 
residents said 20,000 workers had 
gone on strike in protest at tbe 
Communist victory. Protesters 
smashed tbe windscreen of a pas- 
sing car with a number plate from 
a pro-Communist town. 

“We wait for three days and if 
there is no change we will all go 
to Tirana," said 52-year-old Os- 
man Mustafa. “If there is no 
vehicle to take us we will walk.” 
be added. 

Democrat leader Gramoz 
Pashka said Broxi was killed as 
be tried to urge protesters to go 
home. The party sent representa- 
tives to Shkoder to try to calm tbe 
situation. 

“We have to calm tbe people. 
We have to give them a sense of 
hope,” Pashko told Renters. 

He said a bomb bad been 
found in the party's headquarters 
in tiie central industrial town of 
Elbasan and dismantled before ii 
could explode. 

Albania has been battered by 
unrest since Alia overturned a 



German industrialist killed in 
most serious attack since unity 


BONN (R) — Detlev Rohwed- 
der, head of a controversial agen- 
cy privatising former East Ger- 
man firms, was murdered in his 
home Monday night in the first 
serious guerrilla attacks since 
Germany united six months ago. 

The Federal Prosecutor’s 
Office said the leftist Red Army 
Faction (RAF), which has de- 
clared war on united Germany, 
had claimed responsibility in a 
letter found near the scene of the 
killing in a wealthy area of Dues- 
seldorf. 

“We assume it is authentic 
because it carries the known sym- 
bols of the RAF,” spokesman 
Rolf Hannidi said, referring to 
the emblem of a Kalashnikov 
automatic rifle super-imposed on 
a five-pointed star. 

Rohwedder, 58, was killed ab- 
out 11.30 p.m. when one of three 
shots fired through the window of 
his house overlooking the Rhine 


struck him in the back. His wife 
Hergard was wounded. 

Several prominent politicians 
said they suspected the involve- 
ment of ex-members of former 
East Germany’s Communist Stasi 
security' police, which in the past 
sheltered and helped to train 
fugitive RAF guerrillas. 

Johannes Gerster. parliamen- 
tary spokesman on domestic 
affairs for Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU), called for an investiga- 
tion into links between the RAF 
and the Stasi and said anti- 
terrorist squads should be given 
full access to Stasi files. 

“Tbe still unresolved past of 
the Communist system of injus- 
tice brings a new dimension of 
political violence into our daily 
lives," Gerster said. 

As chairman of the Berlin- 
based Treuhand Agency, 
Rohwedder had the final say over 


the fate of east Germany’s out- 
dated companies, hundreds of 
which were dosed down because 
they were unable to compete in a 
firee-market system. 

His increasingly vocal critics in 
the ex-communist East had de- 
scribed him as the callous race of 
Western capitalism. 

Gerhart Baum, a former West 
German interior minister, said 
Rohwedder had been unjustly 
portrayed as the man responsible 
for mass unemployment in the 
East even though the causes of the 
region’s economic misery lay in 
its communist past. 

Rohwedder, a former Econo- 
mics Ministry official who turned 
the ailing Ruhr steel manufacture 
er Hoescb into a profitable high- 
technology group, was the most 
powerful representative sent by 
Bonn to rescue the depressed 
East. 


Germany badly divided 6 Dance 
months after unification \ n p ova t O r 


BERLIN (R) — In just six 
months, the jubilation over Ger- 
man unity has turned sour as the 
nation’s east sinks into depression 
and the west struggles for solu- 
tions with its prosperity at stake. 

Unification last Oct. 3. hailed 
as a rebirth of German nation- 
hood after 45 years of cold war 
division, has brought mass unem- 
ployment to the east and huge tax 
increases to the west. 

“There are serious indications 
that uniry- could tum out a fai- 
lure.” said Hinrich Lehman- 
Grube. mayor of Leipzig where 
the Movement For Unification 
bloomed in east Germany's anti- 
Communist street uprising of 
1989. 

Bonn's Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl became a folk hero in the 
east last year by equating unity 
with big money. But. according 
to an opinion poll released Tues- 
day, 84 per cent of east Germans 
now accuse him of promising 
affluence faster than he could 
deliver it. 

Six months after unification. 


one in three east Germans is 
unemployed. Some forecasters 
predict one in two will be out of 
work before an immensely costly 
government reconstruction plan 
— put forward after a futile wait 
for private investment — starts to 
take effect. 

As the task of revamping tbe 
east’s economy has proved resis- 
tant to quick fixes, latent resent- 
ments between east and west 
Germans have flared, underlining 
a psychological divide likely to 
last for years. 

East Germans accuse Kohl's 
western-dominated government 
of callousness for letting vulner- 
able state industries fold under 
the principles of capitalism with- 
out seriously trying to overhaul 
them and save jobs. 

East Germans are also upset by 
what they see as Bonn's “business 
as usual” attitude. Kohl went on 
his usual Easter slimming vaca- 
tion in an Austrian Alpine resort 
as hundreds of thousands of east 
Germans marched for jobs in 
their dreary, dilapidated cities. 


High-level panel to probe 
U.S. police brutality 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Spurred 
by national outrage over the 
videotaped beating of a black 
motorist by white patrolmen. Los 
Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley 
appointed a high-level commis- 
sion Monday to probe police con- 
duct. 

“There is a need for us to 
restore public confidence in the 
Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment.” Bradley told a news con- 
ference. 

“I can think of no better way to 
start that process than appointing 
a high-level commission." 

The chairman of the seven- 
member panel will be Warren 
Christopher, 65. who served as 
deputy secretary of state during 
the administration of former 
President Jimmy Carter. 

Christopher, chairman of a Los 
Angeles law firm, gained interna- 
tional recognition in 1980 as the 
key negotiator in the release of 52 
American hostages held in Iran. 

The beating of motorist Rod- 
ney King, 25, captured on 
videotape by an amateur photo- 
grapher and shown on television 
around the world, created an 


outcry and led to calls for the 
resignation of police chief Daryl 
Gates. 

Four officers have been 
charged with assault and exces- 
sive use of force in the beating on 
March 3 after they had stopped 
King for speeding. They are to be 
tried in May. 

Bradley said the panel was 
modelled on the famous “Knapp 
Commission,” headed by Whit- 
man Knapp, which investigated 
police corruption in the New 
York 20 years ago. 

Gates, who has refused to step 
down, announced last week he 
had appointed a retired judge. 
John Argue lies, and retired Uni- 
versity of Southern California 
President James Zumberge to 
lead a separate inquiry into 
alleged police misconduct. 

In addition to the two panels, 
the Los Angeles Police Commis- 
sion is probing police conduct, 
and the FBI and the Justice De- 
partment are conducting their 
own inquiries into the case and 
police brutality elsewhere in the 
United States. 


Martha 
Graham 
dies at 96 

NEW YORK (R) — Martha Gra- 
ham, the American choreog- 
rapher whose revolution in tech- 
nique made her the foremost 
figure in modem dance, has died 
in New York at the age of 96. 

She was the founder of the 
Martha Graham Centre of Con- 
temporary Dance, one of the 
world's most prestigious dance 
schools, and established modem 
dance as an art form. - 

Graham died at home Monday 
of congestive heart failure, said 
one of her associates, Terry 
Rhein. She recently spent 10 
weeks in hospital and had been 
treated for pneumonia. She be- 
came ill last December following 
a 55-day Asian tour with her 
troupe. 

Over 70 years Graham created 
more than 170 dance pieces based 
on her pioneering technique of 
movement which was been 
copied and used by companies 
throughout the world. 

“She. created a new system of 
leverage, balance and dynamics." 
fellow choreographer Agnes de 
Mi lie once said. “She found an 
original way of communication." 

Bom in 1896 in Pennsylvania, 

die diminutive Graham estab- 
lished herself first as a dancer but 
h was as an innovator that her 
genius shone. 

She collected awards through- 
out her life, including the pres- 
idential Medal of Freedom, the 
1979 Kennedy Centre Honours, 
the French Legion of Honour and 
the U.S. National Medal of Arts. 

Her work sparked controversy. 
She often approached dance from 
a feminist viewpoint, with the 
lead nearly always a woman. Her 
dances explored biblical, mytho- 
logical, historical and ancient 
Greek worlds. 

Most modern U.S. dance 
choreographers, including Merce 
Cunningham, Pan! Taylor and 
Twyla Tharp, studied her techni-' 
que or danced with her company 
at some time. 

•Tve always wanted to be 
judged by my peers in the audi- 
ence" Graham once said. 


Stalinist ban cm opposition and 
allowed independent parties last 
December. 

About 40,000 Albanians, dis- 
affected by grinding poverty in 
Europe’s poorest state and 
doubtful of Communist promises 
of reform, have fled to die West 
since last Inly. 

The intellectual-led Democrats 
have said they will accept the 
election result unless it can prove 
wide-scale fraud and has appealed 
to its urban supporters for calm. 

Tim party has ruled out join- 
ing a coalition with the Commun- 
ists. 


Kidnapped 

Swedes 
freed 
unharmed 
in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR (R) — Two Swed- 
ish engineers kidnapped in 
Indian-ruled Kashmir by uniden- 
tified gunmen were freed, un- 
harmed early Tuesday, police 


But mystery surrounded the 
whereabouts of Johan Jansson, 
35, and ODe Loamn, 37, when 
they had not arrived in Srinagar, 
summer capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir state, by late afternoon. 

A senior policeman in Srinagar 
confirmed that be had been told 
by colleagues in tbe Kashmir 
Valley town of Beers, some 30 
kilometres from Srinagar, that 
the two men had been released 
there and that they were to be 
sent back to tbe city immediately. 

He said he was also puzzled 
why the men, who were kidnap- 
ped Sunday, had not arrived. 

“It's possible that the security 
forces are questioning them,” he 
said. 

J.N. Saxena, police chief of 
Jammu and Kashmir, India’s only 
Muslim-majority state,, said he 
bad been told the two men had 
been released but refused further 
comment. 

No one claimed responsibility 
for the kidnapping, although 
police said suspicions were strong 
that it was an operation by separ- 
atist militants. 

The militants have promoted 
their cause before by kidnapping 
relatives of prominent Kashmiris, 
but the Swedes were tbe first 
foreigners to be' taken since the 
separatist rebellion erupted in 
January, 1990. 

Police have reported some 
2,400 deaths in tbe separatist 
campaign. 

The two Swedes were ori their 
way back from the Himalayan ski 
resort of Gulmarg Sunday when 
their car was stopped by gunmen. 


Moscow 
imposes 
emergency 
in part of 
Georgia 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
legislature has authorised a state 
of eraerency in a part of Georgia 
tom by ethnic violence. The 
move came a day after a referen- 
dum in which nearly 99 per cent 
of the voters called for Georgia to 
secede from die Soviet Union. 

The legislature's action allows 
tbe deployment of Soviet troops 
in state of emergency authorised 
in South Ossetia, a nominally 
autonomous region within Geor- 
gia. 

The move, while intended to 
stop fighting between Georgians 
and South Ossetians that has 
taken more than 50 lives, could 
spark a larger conflict between 
Georgians and Soviets. 

Georgian President Zviad 
Gamasakhurdia has accused the 
Kremlin of fostering the violence 
in South Ossetia to thwart Geor- 
gia’s independence drive. 

Georgian residents voted Sun- 
day to become the fourth of the 
country's 15 republics to reject 
President Mikhail Gorbchev’s vi- 
sion of a transformed Soviet Un- 
ion united by a new union treaty. 

Final results showed 89.5 per 
cent of the 3.5 million eligible 
voters went to the polls, and 98.9 
per cent of the participants 
favoured secession, said Levan 
lashvili of the independent news 
agency Infogeorgia. 

Some Soviet Interior Ministry 
troops are already in South Osse- 
tia, acting as a buffer between the 
largely ethnic Ossetian dty of 
Tsldnvaii and tbe largely Geor- 
gian countryside of South Osse- 
tia. Both Georgians and Osse- 
tians are heavily armed. 

Bnt the state of emergency 
would authorise Soviet troops to 
take control of the entire region. 
That would be welcomed by the 
Ossetians, who favour remaining 
m the Soviet Union. But it could 
be violently opposed by the 
Georgian paramiliatry groups 
operating in tbe region. 

On Monday. Georgians shelled 
Tskinvali with artillery and 
grenade-launchers, wounding 
many civilians, according to the 
Interior Ministry of North Osse- 
tia, an autonomous republic with- 
in Russia that is adjacent to South 
Ossetia. 

The North Ossetians also 
claimed Georgians used 
armoured personnel carriers to 
invade the dty but they were 
repelled by local fighters. 


Soviets prefer Yeltsin to 
Gorbachev for president 


MOSCOW (AP) — A new 
nationwide survey vividly shows 
the weakened popularity of Presi- 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev: Five 
times as many Soviets say they 
prefer Boris Yeltsin ove^ Gor- 
bachev as president 
The poll, conducted in March 
for U.S. News and World Report 
magazine by a Soviet research 
concern, also found that more 
citizens support the Democratic 
Russia Movement than the Com- 
munist Party. Democratic Russia 
is a coalition of reform groups. 

The poll was unusual in that it 
questioned 3,000 people in all 15 
Soviet republics and all the 
autonomous republics. Many 
Soviet surveys cover only Mos- 
cow, where the population is 
more reform-minded than in the 
nation as a whole. 

Citizens were asked, “who is 
the political figure you would 
most favour for the post of presi- 
dent of the Soviet Union?” 
seventy per cent named Yeltsin, 
the leader of the Russian Repub- 
lic, and 14 per cent named Gor- 
bachev. Two per cent named 
Prime Minister Valentin Pavlov 
and 7 per cent gave other names, 
including Leningrad's reformist 
Mayor Anatoly Sobchak — 
another 7 per cent said they 
didn’t know. 

Yeltsin advocates faster, more 
radical reforms than Gorbachev, 
and he is willing to let 
independence-minded republics 
leave the Soviet Union. 

Gorbachev outpblled Yeltsin 
only in three small Central Asian 
republics where hard-liners retain 
control: Tadzhikistan, Turk- 


menia, and Kirgizia. 

Dje polls also showed the ex- 
tent to which Soviets are divided 
about their political future. 

Asked to name the political 
party they supported, 20 per cent 
said Democratic Russia. 14 per 
cent the Soviet Communist Party 
and 5 per cent said the Russian 
Communist Party, which tech- 
nically is part of the national one 
but is headed by hardliners. 
Eleven per cent picked regional 
popular fronts. 

The rest named other organisa- 
tions or did not know. 

Asked if economic reform can 
succeed in the framework of the 
ex i s tin g Soviet Union, 41 per cent 
said no and 29 per cent said yes. 

Other questions and answers 
included: 

— Do you support the central 
government headed by Prime 
Minister Valentin Pavlov? Yes 13 
per cent, no 73 per cent. 

— Are you satisfied with living 
conditions in the USSR? Yes 13 
per cent, no 81 per cent 

— Name the lifestyle that 
appeals to you: American 65 per 
cent, Asiah-Japanese 23 per cent, 
European 12 per cent. 

— Is the Soviet Union, as it 
was in the past, a world leader? 
Yes 47 per cent, no 32 per cent. 

— Should the United States 
play a leading role in the world? 
Yes 53 per cent, no 6 per cent. 

— Do you tike Americans? Yes 
51 per cent, no 18 per cent. 

The International Sociological 
and Marketing Research Con- 
cern, which conducted the pofl on 
March 1-25, said it had a margin 
of error of 1.5 per cent. 


Congress to cut number 
of B-2 Stealth bombers 


WASHINGTON (R) — During 
the Gulf war foe F-117A Stealth 
bomber demonstrated that start- 
ling new U.S. radar-evading tech- 
nology can work, yet the future of 
its bigger cousin, foe B-2, re- 
mains uncertain. 

The Defence Department says 
the newly developed B-2 is better 
than foe F-117A. which bombed 
Iraqi targets unchallenged and 
sustained its reputation of being 
able to foil electronic anti-aircraft 
detection devices with wraithlike 
impunity. 

But opponents say the need for 
the B-2, a long-range attacker 
conceived to replace foe B-52 as a 
strategic nuclear bomber, died 
with foe cold war. 

They also say that at $850 
million a plane, the B-2 costs for 
too much for what it might be 
called upon to do. 

With a price tag like that, even 


supporters concede that Congress 
will not approve all 75 of the B-2s 
President George Bush wants for 
.the next century. 

But it is too early to tell how 
deep the cut will be. 

One Republican supporter 
warned Bush administration offi- 
cials at a hearing fast month they 
would not get the 75 and sug- 
gested Congress might approve 
no more than 36. 

The House of Representatives 
voted lastyearto limit production 
to foe 15 B-2s Congress has 
already' approved and foe Senate 
(upper house) came within six 
votes of going along with. 

General Lee Butler, chief of 
foe Strategic Air Command, said 
it would be the only bomber 
capable of sneaking through 
Soviet defences for nuclear 
bombing raids in a war in the next 
century. 


Gunmen kill Chilean senator 


SANTIAGO, Chile (R) — Un- 
identified gunmen have killed a 
close adviser of former ruler 
Genera] Augusto Pinochet, caus- 
ing serious political problems for 
Chile's fledgling civilian govern- 
ment which is struggling to heal 
tbe wounds of the past. 

Senator Jaime Guzman was 
being driven away from San- 
tiago's Catholic Uni versin’ after 
giving a lecture when gunmen 
opened fire at point blank range 
on his car, police said. 

Military hospital director Col- 
onel Atitiano Jara said Guzman 
died on the operating table as 
doctors fought to save bis life. 

Newspapers received various 
calls claiming responsibility for 
two Marxist groups, the Manuel 
Rodriguez Patriotic Front 
(FPMR) and the Lautaro Youth 
Movement (MJL). But police 
said they had no firm information 


on who was responsible. 

Guzman. 44, a university law 
lecturer and member of the right- 
wing Independent Democratic 
Union (UDI), was a key ideo- 
logue of Chile’s military govern- 
ment and had forecast the bloody 
1973 coup in which Pinochet top- 
pled elected Marxist President 
Salvador Allende. 

Pinochet handed over to Presi- 
dent Patricio Aylwin in March 
1990 after losing a plebiscite. 

Pinochet, one of tbe first at the 
hospital after the attack, told 
waiting family and friends Guz- 
man had died, witnesses said. 

Tbe government immediately 
condemned tbe killing. Interior 
Minister, Enrique Krauss, told a 
hastily-called news conference, 
‘The government states its total 
condemnation. Let nobody be 
footed: This is an act of terror- 


But commentators said Aylwin 
would have to act quickly against 
foe gunmen to avoid a right-wing 
backlash against his centre-left 
administration. 

Guzman’s killing shattered the 
image the government was trying 
to portray of steady progress to- 
wards repairing splits between 
leftists and Pinochet supporters. 

Deputies of Aytwin's Christain 
Democratic Party visiting the 
hospital were protected by police 
as members of . the crowd threw 
things and tried to hit them, 
chanting, “Aylwin drilled him” 
and “let’s have a (military) 
coup.’’ 

Callers claiming to speak for 
right-wing groups rang news 
organisations threatening to kill 
leftists, including members of 
Aylwin's government, in reprisal 
for Guzman's death. 


Salvadorean civil war may be entering final phase 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — 
Leaders from both sides say this 
crippled nation's civil war may 
soon end after 11 years and 
75,000 deaths. 

The country’s war weariness 
and steps toward democracy are 
among the factors behind a drive 
for peace so strong that the top 
ranks of the government, the 
military and the guerrillas all 
predict the fighting will end this 
year. 

A round of potentially decisive 
peace talks begins this week, and 
the head of a year-old U.N. 
mediation effort is cautiously 
optimistic. 

"I'm almost certain that this 
year will be the year of peace,” 
said army Coi. Inocente Monta- 
no, vice-minister of public secur- 
ity . “There has been real progress 
in the negotiations and we’re 
getting very dose to a happy 
ending.” 

Top guerrilla commander Joa- 
quin Villalobos, meanwhile, told 
Salvadorean television on March 20 
that foe “the conflict is in its 
definitive phase, and the defini- 
tion will be through negotiations. 
' “We could soon be in a period 
of truce,” he said. 

San Salvador Mayor Armando 
Calderon Sol said of foe Villalo- 
bos interview: “You know peace 
is near when you see a guerrilla 
commander m a suit and tie 


talking on television like a politi- 
cian." 

Enhanced prospects for peace 
are tbe result of several factors: 

— - Each side acknowledges that 
outright military victory over foe 
other is impossible. 

— Steps taken in the past 
decade toward creating a demo- 
cracy have paved the way for foe 
kind of leftist political activity 
that death squads stifled through 
thousands of killings in tbe early 
1980s. 

— Perhaps most importantly. 
Salvadoreans are so tired of war 
that any political organisation 
hoping to retain or gain power 
must project a peacemaking im- 
age- 

From peasant farmer to corpo- 
rate executive, mention of tbe 
war brings an unfailing express- 
ion of hopes for an end to the 
bloodshed. 

In addition to tbe hundreds of 
thousands of people who have 
lost family members, millions feel 
foe war every day through disrup- 
tions of electricity and water by 
guerrilla sabotage, searches at 
ubiquitous military checkpoints, 
and a climate of fear kept alive bv 
gunfire and explosions. 

Peace was foe main plank of foe 
political left's electoral campaign 
in March 10 legislative and muni- 
cipal elections, and it worked. 
The leftist Democratic Converg- 


ence boosted its share of foe vote 
from 3.8 per cent in 1989 to 17 2 
per cent. 

The right, as well, senses poli- 
tical shifts. 

“Things have changed is El 
Salvador. If they hadn't, after all 
we've been through, we woold be 
monsters,” said Calderon Sol, 
who is also president of foe gov- 
ernment rightist Republican 
Nationalist Alliance (ARENA). 

On Thursday, a 20-day round 
of potentially decisive peace talks 
begins in Mexico. The United 
Nation — represented by Peru- 
vian diplomat Alvaro Desoto — 
has been mediating peace nego- 
tiations since April 1990. 

At first, the talks were subject 
to press and public scrutiny and 
made little progress. But since 
they became secret in October, 
participants say they have in- 
volved more genuine give-and- 
take. 

“The prospects (for serious 
progress in the peace talks ) seem 
encouraging. But one should not 
underestimate the pending diffi- 
culties. They are huge,” De Soto 
said in a telephone interview 
Monday. 

_ The agenda includes constitu- 
tional, judicial and electoral re- 
form, but reform of foe armed 
forces win be toughest. For de- 
cades, tbe military has been a re- 
passive, corrupt and authori tarian _ 


impediment to democratic civi- 
lian government and a haven of 
human rights violators. 

El Salvador's conservative 
President Alfredo Cristiani,- 
elected in mid- 1989, also has 
balked at taking any drastic ac- 
tion against the powerful milit- 
ary. 

But sources dose to foe peace 
talks, in which foe armed forces 
are represented by an active duty 
colonel, say the military has 
agreed to a purge, a drastic reduc- 
tion in size and changes to ensure 
subordination to civilian author- 
ity. 

Tlie same sources, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, say 
agreement is near on means for 
effecting the changes. 

The Farabtmdo Marti National 
Liberation Front, the rebel army 
has proposed an accelerated 
negotiating schedule with a view 
to agreement on a ceasefire be- 
gmnmg May 30. 

The group, which fields an 
8,000 guerrillas, has 
been fighting since fate 1979 to 
defeat a succession of U S - 
backed governments. 

P fSff trUCe WOnld remain 

e 2f. f( ? r sev eral months while 
neg otiation s continued on politic- 
ai accords that would bring foe 
end to foe warf foe 
demilitansatKm of £1 SalCadm 
and rebel demobilisation. 



Caver trapped 

CARLSBAD, New Mexico (AP) 

— Rescuers were working tbefa: 
way inside foe nation’s deepest 
known cave to try to remove a- 
woman trapped after breaking 
her leg. Emily Davis Mobley, 40, 
a veteran cave explorer from; 
Schoharie, New York, was trap- 
ped Sunday about 3.2 kilometres 
inside Lecbuguilfa Cave after she 
was struck by an 80-pound (36- 
kHognnme) rock. Lechuguflfa, 
known to be 54 miles (86 
kilometres) long and 1,565 feet 
(470 metres) deep, is about four 
miles (6.4 kilometres) west of foe 
famed Carlsbad Caverns in south- 
eastern New Mexico. It was disc- 
overed in 1986. Undeveloped and 
closed to the public, foe cave is 
foe fourth largest in the United 
States. It is popular underground 
terrain for experienced cave ex- f 
plorers. Mobley was in Lecfau- 
guflla since Saturday with about 
five other members of a mapping 
expedition party. “She was work- 
ing her way up through a {ale of 
(rocks) and reached up and grab- 
bed a rode. It came loose and 
struck hei," said Jeff Denny, .a 
ranger at Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park and spokesman for 
the rescue operation. It tods 
some of her companions seven 
hours to reach the surface and 
initiate foe rescue operation, De- 
nny said. The rescue team had 
not yet begun the process of 
moving Mobley out of the cave, 
he said. 

Thailand has 54 
million people 

BANGKOK (AP) — The latest 
census counted 54.5 million peo- 
ple living in Thailand, about 20 
per cent more than a decade 
earlier, a government official saitf 
Tuesday. The April 1, 1990, cen- 
sus counted 5.9 million people, or 
almost 11 per cent, lived in foe 
capital of Bangkok, said Eaimjan 
Premyotin, director of the Statis- 
tical Techniques Division of the 
National Satisfied Office. 

Miami ends lease 
of Cuban art 
museum 

MIAMI (R) — A controversial 
Cuban arts museum in Miami, 
bombed twice in recent years 
apparently for exhibiting works 
by artists living in Cuba, faces 
eviction from its city-owned 
building. Officials with the Cuban 
Museum of Arts and Culture s»iH 
they may challenge the eviction in 
court to force foe dty to renew 
the museum's lease. The museum 
is on dty property in Miami’s 
Little Havana neighbourhood. 
The Miami City Commission^ 
voted Thursday not to renew foe., 
lease, despite warnings from die 
dry’s chief lawyer that eviction - 
might be illegal. The museum has 
sharply divided Miami's large 
Cuban exfle community during 
foe' past three years. The museum 
was bombed in 1988 a few weeks 
after it auctioned paintings by 
several Cuban artists who re- 
mained on the island following 
Fidel Castro’s 1959 revolution. 
Anti-Castro exiles bad protested 
tbe auction loudly. The museum 
was bombed again last year, and I 
speculation arisen that Cuban- 
American anti-Castro hardliners , 
were responsible for the ind- | 
dents. In both cases, several 
paintings were damaged and the 
building had to be repaired. 

Battered husbands 4 
fight back 

DHAKA (R) — A group of 
Banladcshi men who say they are 
frequently tortured by their wives 
have appealed to local officials 
for protection, newspapers said. 
The reports said a new committee 
for “resisting torture against 
men” held a street march in 
Raugpur, north Bangladesh, Sun- 
day before submitting a list of 14 
demands to the district connnis- | 
sioner. Demands included a spe- 
oal court to deal with violence by 
wives against husbands and polioe 
protection in cases of “grave 
physical threats.” The committee 
said women torture men psycho - a 
logically and physically by fawns-T 
bating and often beating them- 
Working wives often refused to 
share their food with unemployed 
husbands and some had been 
known to kill their spouses, the 
committee said. Former Prcsi- 
dent Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad, who resigned last De- 
cember and is faring char ges of 
multiple corruption, set up a 
in 1983 to deal wilh ^o- 
lence against women. He also 
instituted foe death sentence foi 
ra pOj murder and assaulting 
women for their dowries. 
was a one-sided derision wtach 
neglected the plight of the mafa*" "• 
committee leaders told reporto®- 
The district oomnnssiOQet has 
promised to consider foe 
mands, one newspaper said. 




